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A comprehensive history of Australian Aboriginal whaling and sealing.

For most Australian Aboriginal people, the impact of colonialism was blunt—dispossession, dislocation,
disease, murder, and missionization. Yet there is another story of Australian history that has remained untold,
a story of enterprise and entrepreneurship, of Aboriginal people seizing the opportunity to profit from life at
sea as whalers and sealers. In some cases participation was voluntary; in others it was more invidious and
involved kidnapping and trade in women. In many cases, the individuals maintained and exercised a degree
of personal autonomy and agency within their new circumstances. This book explores some of their lives and
adventures by analyzing archival records of maritime industry, captains’ logs, ships’ records, and the
journals of the sailors themselves, among other artifacts. Much of what is known about this period comes
from the writings of Herman Melville, and in this book Melville’s whaling novels act as a prism through
which relations aboard ships are understood. Drawing on both history and literature, Roving Mariners
provides a comprehensive history of Australian Aboriginal whaling and sealing.

“This engaging investigation into the lives of Aboriginal workers adds to our understanding of how labor,
gender, and indigeneity interacted in the early decades of settler colonialism. What makes these particular
Aboriginal peoples unique and interesting is how they traveled as part of an industrial workforce, not
necessarily as slaves or servants to whites, but in a niche economy that gave them unusual opportunities and
positioned them in relationships with whites that were different from how we usually conceptualize
Indigenous-European relations in the nineteenth century. This is a fine book.” — Nancy Shoemaker, author
of A Strange Likeness: Becoming Red and White in Eighteenth-Century North America
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Sherman:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a e-book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Roving Mariners: Australian Aboriginal
Whalers and Sealers in the Southern Oceans, 1790-1870 (SUNY series, Tribal Worlds: Critical Studies in
American Indian Nation Building) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading a new book
make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best
book or ideal book with you?

Jessie Henricks:

The book untitled Roving Mariners: Australian Aboriginal Whalers and Sealers in the Southern Oceans,
1790-1870 (SUNY series, Tribal Worlds: Critical Studies in American Indian Nation Building) is the guide
that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you.
The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot
of analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also could get the e-book of Roving Mariners: Australian Aboriginal Whalers and Sealers in
the Southern Oceans, 1790-1870 (SUNY series, Tribal Worlds: Critical Studies in American Indian Nation
Building) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Dolores Rawson:

The reason why? Because this Roving Mariners: Australian Aboriginal Whalers and Sealers in the Southern
Oceans, 1790-1870 (SUNY series, Tribal Worlds: Critical Studies in American Indian Nation Building) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you
with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in
such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey
the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended
up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

George Chadwick:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more



time to be study. Roving Mariners: Australian Aboriginal Whalers and Sealers in the Southern Oceans,
1790-1870 (SUNY series, Tribal Worlds: Critical Studies in American Indian Nation Building) can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.
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