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The classical revival style of architecture made famous by the 1893 World's Columbian Exposition in
Chicago left its mark on one of the most sustained classical building movements in American architectural
history: the Christian Science church building movement. By 1920, every major American city and many
smaller towns contained an example of this architecture, financed by the followers of Mary Baker Eddy, the
church's founder. These buildings represented a new, burgeoning American institution that appealed to
business people and to young men and women working to succeed. Characterized by middle-class
congregations that in the early part of the century were over 75 percent women, Christian Science suggested
radical civic reform solutions based on an idealistic and pragmatic individualism. It attracted criticism from
traditional churches and from the medical establishment due to its rapid growth and to its reinstatement of
primitive Christianity's lost elements of physical healing and moral regeneration. "Prayers in Stone" spins out
the close connections between Christian Science church architecture and its social context. This architecture
served as a focal point for debates over the possibilities for a new twentieth-century urban architecture that
proponents believed would positively shape the behavior of citizens. Thus these buildings played a critical
role in discussions concerning religious and secular architecture as major elements of religious and social
reform. Drawing on a wide range of documentary evidence, including material from the archives of the
Mother Church in Boston, Paul Ivey uses Christian Science architecture to explore the social implications of
architectural styles and new building technologies, to illuminate class-based notions of civic reform and
beautification, and to investigate the use of architecture to bring about religious and social change. In
addition, the book explores complex gender issues, including early attempts to define a professional space
for women as Christian Science practitioners. Lavishly illustrated, "Prayers in Stone" focuses on four major
city arenas of Christian Science building-Boston, Chicago, New York, and the San Francisco Bay area to
demonstrate the vital intersection of architecture and religion at the so-called margins of American society.
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From reader reviews:

Noah Cale:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Prayers in Stone: Christian
Science Architecture in the United States, 1894-1930 book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Edward Robinette:

The actual book Prayers in Stone: Christian Science Architecture in the United States, 1894-1930 has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book
very easy to read you can find the point easily after looking over this book.

David Nester:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Prayers in Stone: Christian Science
Architecture in the United States, 1894-1930 publication written by well-known writer whose to say well
how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Prayers
in Stone: Christian Science Architecture in the United States, 1894-1930 as good book not just by the cover
but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

David Miller:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you read
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Prayers in Stone: Christian Science Architecture in the United States, 1894-1930 provide you with new
experience in reading through a book.
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