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From 1897 to 1917 the red-light district of Storyville commercialized and even thrived on New Orleans's
longstanding reputation for sin and sexual excess. This notorious neighborhood, located just outside of the
French Quarter, hosted a diverse cast of characters who reflected the cultural milieu and complex social
structure of turn-of-the-century New Orleans, a city infamous for both prostitution and interracial intimacy.
In particular, Lulu White?a mixed-race prostitute and madam?created an image of herself and marketed it
profitably to sell sex with light-skinned women to white men of means. In Spectacular Wickedness, Emily
Epstein Landau examines the social history of this famed district within the cultural context of developing
racial, sexual, and gender ideologies and practices. Storyville's founding was envisioned as a reform
measure, an effort by the city's business elite to curb and contain prostitution?namely, to segregate it. In
1890, the Louisiana legislature passed the Separate Car Act, which, when challenged by New Orleans's
Creoles of color, led to the landmark Plessy v. Ferguson decision in 1896, constitutionally sanctioning the
enactment of "separate but equal" laws. The concurrent partitioning of both prostitutes and blacks worked
only to reinforce Storyville's libidinous license and turned sex across the color line into a more lucrative
commodity. By looking at prostitution through the lens of patriarchy and demonstrating how gendered racial
ideologies proved crucial to the remaking of southern society in the aftermath of the Civil War, Landau
reveals how Storyville's salacious and eccentric subculture played a significant role in the way New Orleans
constructed itself during the New South era.
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From reader reviews:

Elmer Dooley:

This book untitled Spectacular Wickedness: Sex, Race, and Memory in Storyville, New Orleans to be one of
several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Kerry Erdman:

Why? Because this Spectacular Wickedness: Sex, Race, and Memory in Storyville, New Orleans is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with
the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I
will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Julie Chambers:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
go through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The
Spectacular Wickedness: Sex, Race, and Memory in Storyville, New Orleans offer you a new experience in
reading a book.

Johnny Abel:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for your
requirements is Spectacular Wickedness: Sex, Race, and Memory in Storyville, New Orleans this guide
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented
how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The
actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.
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