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Mark Twain once derided the Book of Mormon as "chloroform in print." Long and complicated, written in
the language of the King James version of the Bible, it boggles the minds of many. Yet it is unquestionably
one of the most influential books ever written. With over 140 million copies in print, it is a central text of one
of the largest and fastest-growing faiths in the world. And, Grant Hardy shows, it's far from the coma-
inducing doorstop caricatured by Twain.

In Understanding the Book of Mormon, Hardy offers the first comprehensive analysis of the work's narrative
structure in its 180 year history. Unlike virtually all other recent world scriptures, the Book of Mormon
presents itself as an integrated narrative rather than a series of doctrinal expositions, moral injunctions, or
devotional hymns. Hardy takes readers through its characters, events, and ideas, as he explores the story and
its messages. He identifies the book's literary techniques, such as characterization, embedded documents,
allusions, and parallel narratives. Whether Joseph Smith is regarded as author or translator, it's noteworthy
that he never speaks in his own voice; rather, he mediates nearly everything through the narrators Nephi,
Mormon, and Moroni. Hardy shows how each has a distinctive voice, and all are woven into an integral
whole.

As with any scripture, the contending views of the Book of Mormon can seem irreconcilable. For believers,
it is an actual historical document, transmitted from ancient America. For nonbelievers, it is the work of a
nineteenth-century farmer from upstate New York. Hardy transcends this intractable conflict by offering a
literary approach, one appropriate to both history and fiction. Regardless of whether readers are interested in
American history, literature, comparative religion, or even salvation, he writes, the book can best be read if
we examine the text on its own terms.
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From reader reviews:

Lynda Alford:

This Understanding the Book of Mormon: A Reader's Guide book is not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get.
This Understanding the Book of Mormon: A Reader's Guide without we realize teach the one who reading it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Understanding the Book of Mormon: A
Reader's Guide can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because
you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Understanding the Book of Mormon: A Reader's
Guide having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

Jonathan Carney:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Understanding the Book of Mormon: A Reader's Guide as
the daily resource information.

Robert Wolfe:

Understanding the Book of Mormon: A Reader's Guide can be one of your starter books that are good idea.
All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Understanding the Book of
Mormon: A Reader's Guide yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with
based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn
you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Lawrence Wilson:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the top
record in your reading list is actually Understanding the Book of Mormon: A Reader's Guide. This book
which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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