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A new collection of eye-popping rarities from a defining visual stylist of the 1950s jazz era.

The Curiously Sinister Art of Jim Flora, following hot on the heels of 2004's The Mischievous Art of Jim
Flora (which sold out within a matter of months, but which is being reprinted with this latest volume of
Floriana) features a wide array of both his commercial work for prestigious record labels of the '40s and rare,
personal work that he did solely for himself.

Flora was prolific in his commercial work; he created art privately in equal measure and often with more
fiendish pleasure. His style is cartoonish, evoking childhood nostalgia and dereliction of adult responsibility.
There are clowns and kitty cats, grinning faces and beaming suns. But Flora did not restrain his darker
impulses. His montages are crammed with bullets and knives and fang-baring snakes. Muggers run amok,
demons frolic with rouged harlots, and Flora's characters suffer that is, are afflicted by the artist with severe
disfigurement. The banal and the violent often coexist within inches of each other on the canvas. Figures
from his burlesque-tinged absurdity "The Rape of the Stationmaster's Daughter" adorn the book cover.

There is also a wealth of 1940s Columbia Records printed matter exhibiting Flora's visual pranks; 1950s
RCA Victor-era work; magazine illos, sketchbooks, and prints; 1930s Little Man Press-era drawings;
paintings from all decades; photos, and personal keepsakes. All are abundantly represented in The Curiously
Sinister Art. Flora's early 1940s musician portraits in Columbia bulletins are raucous and undignified,
featuring piss-takes on such legends as Sinatra, Benny Goodman, Louis Armstrong, and Gene Krupa. Flora
once said he "could not do likenesses"so he conjured outlandish caricatures. His exotic fauna defy logic and
the laws of physics. We suspect he often leaned back from the drafting table, examined his work, and issued
a macabre chuckle.

Much of the work in the book is light-hearted it's not all Flora 'rassling his demons. But even in his impish
renderings, there's something vaguely unsettling in the nuances. His comic grotesqueries echoed, and in
many cases foreshadowed, the 1950s Harvey Kurtzman-era MAD magazine, as well as the underground
comix of the late 1960s.

When Flora died in 1998, his family gathered his artistic estate and secured it in a storage facility. In late
2005, the heirs allowed Chusid and Economon access to the vault. What they discovered were "lost
works""lost" because fans of Flora's LP covers, kid-lit, and Mischievous Art offerings have never seen most
of these eye-boggling treasures, which include paintings, watercolors, sketches, woodcuts and all manner of
artistic genius.

Flora once said that all he wanted to do was "create a little piece of excitement." He overshot his goal with
many of these works.
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From reader reviews:

Jared Hoskins:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly because
just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that Curiously Sinister Art of Jim Flora to read.

Judith Mandel:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Curiously Sinister
Art of Jim Flora book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than
just a book.

Marianne Guzman:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess when the spare
time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is
Curiously Sinister Art of Jim Flora.

Colby Tapia:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Curiously Sinister Art of Jim Flora
guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone
who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing
skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Curiously Sinister Art of Jim Flora as good book
but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by
its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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