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Edmund Spenser's innovative poetic works have a central place in the canon of English literature. Yet heis
remembered as amorally flawed, self-interested sycophant; complicit in England's ruthless col onisation of
Ireland; in Karl Marx's words, 'Elizabeth's arse-kissing poet'-- a man on the make who aspired to be at court
and who was prepared to exploit the Irish to get what he wanted.

In hisvibrant and vivid book, the first biography of the poet for 60 years, Andrew Hadfield finds a more
complex and subtle Spenser. How did a man who seemed destined to become a priest or a don become
embroiled in politics? If he was intent on socia climbing, why was he so astonishingly rude to the good and
the great Lord Burghley, the earl of Leicester, Sir Walter Ralegh, Elizabeth | and James VI1? Why was he
more at home with 'the middling sort' -- writers, publishers and printers, bureaucrats, soldiers, academics,
secretaries, and clergymen -- than with the mighty and the powerful? How did the appalling slaughter he
witnessed in Ireland impact on his imaginative powers? How did his marriage and family life shape his
work?

Spenser's brilliant writing has always challenged our preconceptions. So too, Hadfield shows, does the
contradictory relationship between his between life and his art.
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From reader reviews:
Beverly Dyar:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. Asyou may know
that book is very important for al of us. The book Edmund Spenser: A Life was making you to know about
other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book
Edmund Spenser: A Lifeisnot only giving you considerably more new information but also for being your
friend when you experience bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship using the book Edmund Spenser: A Life. Y ou never sense lose out for everything in case you
read some books.

Brian Paige:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity thisislook different you can read some sort of
book. It isredly fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours aday to
reading aguide. The book Edmund Spenser: A Lifeit is quite good to read. There are alot of folks that
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space
to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mQOore very easily to read this book from the
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Janet Kline

Edmund Spenser: A Life can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight
away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy
to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set
every word into joy arrangement in writing Edmund Spenser: A Life however doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it.
This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Desiree Herdon:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you aso
know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou need to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the point. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. Y ou will find good news or update regarding something by book.
Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Edmund Spenser: A Life.
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