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A definitive account of the American experience in Afghanistan from the rise of the Taliban to the
depths of the insurgency.

After the swift defeat of the Taliban in 2001, American optimism has steadily evaporated in the face of
mounting violence; a new “war of a thousand cuts” has now brought the country to its knees. In the
Graveyard of Empires is a political history of Afghanistan in the “Age of Terror” from 2001 to 2009,
exploring the fundamental tragedy of America’s longest war since Vietnam.

After a brief survey of the great empires in Afghanistan?the campaigns of Alexander the Great, the British in
the era of Kipling, and the late Soviet Union?Seth G. Jones examines the central question of our own war:
how did an insurgency develop? Following the September 11 attacks, the United States successfully
overthrew the Taliban regime. It established security throughout the country?killing, capturing, or scattering
most of al Qa’ida’s senior operatives?and Afghanistan finally began to emerge from more than two decades
of struggle and conflict. But Jones argues that as early as 2001 planning for the Iraq War siphoned off
resources and talented personnel, undermining the gains that had been made. After eight years, he says, the
United States has managed to push al Qa’ida’s headquarters about one hundred miles across the border into
Pakistan, the distance from New York to Philadelphia.

While observing the tense and often adversarial relationship between NATO allies in the Coalition,
Jones?who has distinguished himself at RAND and was recently named by Esquire as one of the “Best and
Brightest” young policy experts?introduces us to key figures on both sides of the war. Harnessing important
new research and integrating thousands of declassified government documents, Jones then analyzes the
insurgency from a historical and structural point of view, showing how a rising drug trade, poor security
forces, and pervasive corruption undermined the Karzai government, while Americans abandoned a
successful strategy, failed to provide the necessary support, and allowed a growing sanctuary for insurgents
in Pakistan to catalyze the Taliban resurgence.

Examining what has worked thus far?and what has not?this serious and important book underscores the
challenges we face in stabilizing the country and explains where we went wrong and what we must do if the
United States is to avoid the disastrous fate that has befallen many of the great world powers to enter the
region. 12 maps and charts
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From reader reviews:

Frances Heath:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you is you
don't know which one you should start with. This In the Graveyard of Empires: America's War in
Afghanistan is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Hubert Ray:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled In
the Graveyard of Empires: America's War in Afghanistan your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just
about every word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you
never get just before. The In the Graveyard of Empires: America's War in Afghanistan giving you a different
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life on this
era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be
pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Brian Smith:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This In the Graveyard of Empires: America's War in Afghanistan
can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that they don't
and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have In the Graveyard of Empires:
America's War in Afghanistan.

George Medrano:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. In
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search of the In
the Graveyard of Empires: America's War in Afghanistan when you needed it?
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