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At the height of the ideological antagonism of the Cold War, the U.S. State Department unleashed an
unexpected tool in its battle against Communism: jazz. From 1956 through the late 1970s, America
dispatched its finest jazz musicians to the far corners of the earth, from Iraq to India, from the Congo to the
Soviet Union, in order to win the hearts and minds of the Third World and to counter perceptions of
American racism.

Penny Von Eschen escorts us across the globe, backstage and onstage, as Dizzy Gillespie, Louis Armstrong,
Duke Ellington, and other jazz luminaries spread their music and their ideas further than the State
Department anticipated. Both in concert and after hours, through political statements and romantic liaisons,
these musicians broke through the government's official narrative and gave their audiences an unprecedented
vision of the black American experience. In the process, new collaborations developed between Americans
and the formerly colonized peoples of Africa, Asia, and the Middle East--collaborations that fostered greater
racial pride and solidarity.

Though intended as a color-blind promotion of democracy, this unique Cold War strategy unintentionally
demonstrated the essential role of African Americans in U.S. national culture. Through the tales of these
tours, Von Eschen captures the fascinating interplay between the efforts of the State Department and the
progressive agendas of the artists themselves, as all struggled to redefine a more inclusive and integrated
American nation on the world stage.
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From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Campbell:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know which you should start with. This Satchmo Blows Up the World: Jazz Ambassadors Play the
Cold War is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want
and need in this era.

Charles Malone:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their skill
in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this Satchmo
Blows Up the World: Jazz Ambassadors Play the Cold War.

Andres Edelman:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Satchmo Blows Up the World: Jazz Ambassadors Play the Cold War this
publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book suited
all of you.

Mary Tobin:

You can find this Satchmo Blows Up the World: Jazz Ambassadors Play the Cold War by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this
book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct



ways for you.
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