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online resources and a bibliography for further reading *Includes a table of contents “A false usurper sinks in
every foe And liberty returns with every blow.” – Blind Harry From their very beginnings, England and
Scotland fought each other. Emerging as unified nations from the early medieval period, their shared border
and inter-related aristocracy created endless causes of conflict, from local raiders known as border reivers to
full blown wars between their monarchies. Every century from the 11th to the 16th was colored by such
violence, and there were periods when not a decade went by without some act of violence marring the peace.
Out of all of this, the most bitterly remembered conflict is Edward I's invasion during the late 13th century.
After Edward’s death, the English were eventually beaten back at the famous Battle of Bannockburn in 1314,
and thus the early 14th century was a period featuring some of Scotland's greatest national heroes, including
William Wallace and Robert the Bruce. It still resonates in the Scottish national memory, all the more so
following its memorable but wildly inaccurate depiction in the 1995 film Braveheart, which had Scottish
audiences cheering in cinemas. William Wallace is one of the most famous freedom fighters in history, and
over 700 years after his death he is still remembered as Scotland’s beloved hero. But while the movie
Braveheart helped make him a household name, and he is commemorated across Scotland as a natural leader
and a loyal son of his homeland, he is also “the most mysterious of the leaders of the Scottish resistance to
Edward I.” This is because, paradoxically, the very famous soldier is also one of the least well known. In
fact, the mystery surrounding Wallace is figuring out precisely, or even vaguely, who he was. Where did this
champion of Scottish independence come from? Who was his family? What did he do before emerging from
obscurity with the brutal murder of William Heselrig, the English sheriff of Lanark, in May 1297? So little
evidence on Wallace’s life exists that answering even the most basic questions about him can be a challenge.
Piecing together the story of William Wallace’s life is an exercise in asking more questions than can be
answered, and often in looking at just as much conjecture as proof. This book attempts to separate fact from
fiction while looking at the life and fighting of the man who inspired Braveheart. Though it’s often forgotten
today, Robert the Bruce was a bit shiftier, if only out of necessity. Robert the Bruce has become a figure of
Scottish national legend, renowned as the man who threw off the shackles of English oppression, but prior to
1306, this Anglo-Scottish nobleman did little to cover himself in glory or to earn a reputation as a hero of the
national cause. A member of one of Scotland's leading noble families, Bruce inherited his grandfather's claim
to the right to be King of the Scots. That older Bruce had been one of the two leading competitors in the
Great Cause, and the family still held ambitions toward the throne. They also held resentments dating back to
that disputed inheritance against the Balliol clan and their supporters the Comyns. Of course, this was all
forgiven and forgotten after Bannockburn and Bruce’s rise to the Scottish throne, which he held for over two
decades. This book analyzes the lives of William Wallace and Robert the Bruce. Along with pictures of
important people, places, and events, you will learn about the two Scottish heroes like never before.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Rowe:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This William Wallace and Robert the Bruce: The
Lives of Scotland's Most Famous Military Heroes is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Edwin Bernal:

This William Wallace and Robert the Bruce: The Lives of Scotland's Most Famous Military Heroes are
generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this William
Wallace and Robert the Bruce: The Lives of Scotland's Most Famous Military Heroes can be one of several
great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with
information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this William
Wallace and Robert the Bruce: The Lives of Scotland's Most Famous Military Heroes forcing you to have an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Rene Hudson:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you study a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon.
The William Wallace and Robert the Bruce: The Lives of Scotland's Most Famous Military Heroes provide
you with new experience in examining a book.

Michael Castillo:

Beside this William Wallace and Robert the Bruce: The Lives of Scotland's Most Famous Military Heroes in
your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people
live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have William Wallace and Robert the Bruce: The Lives of
Scotland's Most Famous Military Heroes because this book offers to your account readable information. Do
you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if
you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring



beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from now!
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