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In the thirty years after World War II, American intellectual and artistic life changed as dramatically as did
the rest of society. Gone were the rebellious lions of modernism—Joyce, Picasso, Stravinsky—and nearing
exhaustion were those who took up their mantle as abstract expressionism gave way to pop art, and the
barren formalism associated with the so-called high modernists wilted before the hothouse cultural brew of
the 1960s. According to conventional thinking, it was around this time that postmodernism with its
characteristic skepticism and relativism was born.

In Late Modernism, historian Robert Genter remaps the landscape of American modernism in the early
decades of the Cold War, tracing the combative debate among artists, writers, and intellectuals over the
nature of the aesthetic form in an age of mass politics and mass culture. Dispensing with traditional
narratives that present this moment as marking the exhaustion of modernism, Genter argues instead that the
1950s were the apogee of the movement, as American practitioners—abstract expressionists, Beat poets,
formalist critics, color-field painters, and critical theorists, among others—debated the relationship between
form and content, tradition and innovation, aesthetics and politics. In this compelling work of intellectual and
cultural history Genter presents an invigorated tradition of late modernism, centered on the work of Kenneth
Burke, Ralph Ellison, C. Wright Mills, David Riesman, Jasper Johns, Norman Brown, and James Baldwin, a
tradition that overcame the conservative and reactionary politics of competing modernist practitioners and
paved the way for the postmodern turn of the 1960s.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Atwood:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Late Modernism: Art, Culture, and Politics in Cold War America (The Arts
and Intellectual Life in Modern America).

Mark Hart:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read one along
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Late Modernism: Art, Culture, and Politics in
Cold War America (The Arts and Intellectual Life in Modern America) is kind of e-book which is giving the
reader capricious experience.

Mariano Smith:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition details. Even you love Late Modernism: Art, Culture, and Politics in Cold War
America (The Arts and Intellectual Life in Modern America), it is possible to enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout
fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Marcos Hawkins:

Beside that Late Modernism: Art, Culture, and Politics in Cold War America (The Arts and Intellectual Life
in Modern America) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't become
worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Late
Modernism: Art, Culture, and Politics in Cold War America (The Arts and Intellectual Life in Modern
America) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but
you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still



want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from today!
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