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When Annette Gordon-Reed's groundbreaking study was first published, rumors of Thomas Jefferson's
sexual involvement with his slave Sally Hemings had circulated for two centuries. Among all aspects of
Jefferson's renowned life, it was perhaps the most hotly contested topic. The publication of Thomas Jefferson
and Sally Hemings intensified this debate by identifying glaring inconsistencies in many noted scholars'
evaluations of the existing evidence. In this study, Gordon-Reed assembles a fascinating and convincing
argument: not that the alleged thirty-eight-year liaison necessarily took place but rather that the evidence for
its taking place has been denied a fair hearing.

Friends of Jefferson sought to debunk the Hemings story as early as 1800, and most subsequent historians
and biographers followed suit, finding the affair unthinkable based upon their view of Jefferson's life,
character, and beliefs. Gordon-Reed responds to these critics by pointing out numerous errors and prejudices
in their writings, ranging from inaccurate citations, to impossible time lines, to virtual exclusions of
evidence?especially evidence concerning the Hemings family. She demonstrates how these scholars may
have been misguided by their own biases and may even have tailored evidence to serve and preserve their
opinions of Jefferson. This updated edition of the book also includes an afterword in which the author
comments on the DNA study that provided further evidence of a Jefferson and Hemings liaison.

Possessing both a layperson's unfettered curiosity and a lawyer's logical mind, Annette Gordon-Reed writes
with a style and compassion that are irresistible. Each chapter revolves around a key figure in the Hemings
drama, and the resulting portraits are engrossing and very personal. Gordon-Reed also brings a keen intuitive
sense of the psychological complexities of human relationships?relationships that, in the real world, often
develop regardless of status or race. The most compelling element of all, however, is her extensive and
careful research, which often allows the evidence to speak for itself. Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings:
An American Controversy is the definitive look at a centuries-old question that should fascinate general
readers and historians alike.
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From reader reviews:

Hazel Polk:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere. The
information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider when
those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings: An American
Controversy as the daily resource information.

Bess Cook:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a guide. The book Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings: An American Controversy it
is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading
this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers
high quality.

Annetta Doucette:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings: An American Controversy this
guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy
to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this
book suited all of you.

Helen Christopher:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of
news. With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.



You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just searching for the Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings: An American Controversy when you
essential it?
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