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As never before or since, Richard Wagner's name dominated American music-making at the close of the
nineteenth century. Europe, too, was obsessed with Wagner, but—as Joseph Horowitz shows in this first
history of Wagnerism in the United States—the American obsession was unique.

The central figure in Wagner Nightsis conductor Anton Seidl (1850-1898), a priestly and enigmatic
personage in New Y ork musical life. Seidl's own admirers included the women of the Brooklyn-based Seidl
Society, who wore the letter "S* on their dresses. In the summers, Seidl conducted fourteen times aweek at
Brighton Beach, filling the three-thousand-seat music pavilion to capacity. The fact that most Wagnerites
were women was a distinguishing feature of American Wagnerism and constituted a vital aspect of the fin-
de-siécle ferment that anticipated the New American Woman.

Drawing on the work of such cultural historians as T. Jackson Lears and Lawrence Levine, Horowitz's lively
history reveals an "Americanized" Wagner never documented before. An entertaining and startling read, a
treasury of operatic lore, Wagner Nights offers an unprecedented revisionist history of American culture a
century ago.
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From reader reviews:
Charles Lemaster:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for awhileis
reading. Sure, by reading areserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Wagner Nights: An
American History (California Studies in 19th-Century Music) book as beginner and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Toni Williams:

Reading a e-book tendsto be new life stylein this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may
share their idea. Publications can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they
write about the ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authorsin thisworld aways try
to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of
them isthis Wagner Nights: An American History (California Studies in 19th-Century Music).

Dan Gray:

In thistime globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find alot of referencesto get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.

Y ou can view that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Wagner Nights: An American History (California Studies in 19th-Century
Music) this guide consist alot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer useto explain it iseasy to
understand. The particular writer made some research when he makes this book. Thisis why this book suited
all of you.

Patricia Stokes:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
aright you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Wagner
Nights: An American History (California Studies in 19th-Century Music) which is getting the e-book



version. So, why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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