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The desire to know the body is a powerful dynamic of storytelling in all its forms. Peter Brooks argues that
modern narrative is intent on uncovering the body in order to expose a truth that must be written in the flesh.
In a book that ranges widely through literature and painting, Brooks shows how the imagination strives to
bring the body into language and to write stories on the body.

From Rousseau, Balzac, Mary Shelley, and Flaubert, to George Eliot, Zola, Henry James, and Marguerite
Duras, from Manet and Gauguin to Mapplethorpe, writers and artists have returned in fascination to the
body, the inescapable other of the spirit. Brooks's deep understanding of psychoanalysis informs his
demonstration of how the "epistemophilic urge"--the desire to know-guides fictional plots and our reading of
them.

It is the sexual body that furnishes the building blocks of symbolization, eventually of language itself-which
then takes us away from the body. Yet mind and language need to recover the body, as an other realm that is
primary to their very definition. Brooks shows how and why the female body has become the field upon
which the aspirations, anxieties, and contradictions of a whole society are played out. And he suggests how
writers and artists have found in the woman's body the dynamic principle of their storytelling, its motor
force.

This major book entertains and teaches: Brooks presumes no special knowledge on the part of his readers.
His account proceeds chronologically from Rousseau in the eighteenth century forward to contemporary
artists and writers. Body Work gives us a set of analytical tools and ideas-primarily from psychoanalysis,
narrative and film studies, and feminist theory-that enable us to read modern narrative afresh.
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From reader reviews:

Jeff Williams:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Body Work:
Objects of Desire in Modern Narrative. All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Martina White:

The particular book Body Work: Objects of Desire in Modern Narrative has a lot of knowledge on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after scanning this book.

Corey Barksdale:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get lot
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare
time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading guides. It
can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read will be Body Work: Objects
of Desire in Modern Narrative.

Michele Sexton:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
sorts of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The Body Work: Objects of Desire in Modern Narrative will give you new
experience in studying a book.
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