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"Black men look like they rule sport in America today. It was nothing like that in the 1930s. America was
white and that was that. It didn't do you no good to dream of making it to the big time. It was impossible.
And then, y'know, along came Jesse and along came Joe."

-- Ruth Owens, Jesse's late wife

n the summer of 1935, within weeks of each other, Joe Louis and Jesse Owens emerged as the first black
superstars of world sport, and their subsequent political and social impact on America was nothing short of
sensational. To fans (and even critics) the world over, they seemed larger than life, and yet in their endeavors
they were unfailingly human: as vulnerable as they were courageous; as troubled as they were brilliant; as
unsettled in themselves as they are now fixed in history.

Scrupulously researched and written in spare, eloquent prose, Heroes Without a Country vividly re-creates
some of the most dramatic sporting events of the past century. In August 1936, in front of Hitler and an
imposing phalanx of Nazi commanders, Jesse Owens, "the fastest man on earth," won an unprecedented four
medals at the Olympic Games in Berlin. Two years later, in "the fight of the century," his great friend Joe
Louis crushed Germany's Max Schmeling to signal the end of white supremacy in boxing. Like Jesse, Joe
had been born to black sharecropping parents in a country demeaned by racism; together their victories
became a rallying point for the disenfranchised black population of America. Idolized across the world, they
were two young men at the pinnacle of their careers who overcame prejudice and fear to achieve their goals.
Yet for both of them, success brought its own perils. In 1938, two years after winning his gold medals in
Berlin, Owens was hounded out of amateur sports by the infamously tyrannical Olympic boss "Slavery
Avery" Brundage and, facing financial ruin, he was reduced to running for money against dogs, horses, and
even his friend Joe Louis. Later the two would be subjected to FBI investigations, harassed by the IRS, and
beleaguered by debt and despair. Jesse watched Joe slip into drug addiction and mental illness.

In Heroes Without a Country, award-winning writer Donald McRae captures the uncanny coincidences and
intertwined events that bound these men together -- through both triumph and tragedy -- and provides an
intimate and thought-provoking dual portrait of two of the most important athletes of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Taylor:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Heroes Without a Country: America's
Betrayal of Joe Louis and Jesse Owens, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its identified as reading friends.

Donald Lester:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Heroes Without a Country: America's Betrayal of Joe Louis
and Jesse Owens why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Lee Erbe:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Heroes Without a Country: America's
Betrayal of Joe Louis and Jesse Owens can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Alita Schmidt:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Heroes Without a Country: America's
Betrayal of Joe Louis and Jesse Owens to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal
skill of reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy
you just read it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for
you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book Heroes Without a Country: America's Betrayal
of Joe Louis and Jesse Owens can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must
you're doing of the time.
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