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Nobody's Burden: Lessons on Old Age from the Great Depression is the first book-length study of the
experience of old-age during the Great Depression. Part history, part social critique, the contributors rely on
archival research, social history, narrative study and theoretical analysis to argue that Americans today, as in
the past, need to rethink old-age policy and accept their shared responsibility for elder care. The Great
Depression serves as the cultural backdrop to this argument, illustrating that during times of social and
economic crisis, society's ageism and the limitations in old-age care become all the more apparent.

At the core of the book are vivid stories of specific men and women who applied for old-age pensions from a
private foundation in Detroit, Michigan, between 1927 and 1933. Most applicants who received pensions
became life-long clients, and their lives were documented in great detail by social workers employed by the
foundation. These stories raise issues that elders and their families face today: the desire for independence
and autonomy; the importance of having a place of one's own, despite financial and physical dependence; the
fears of being and becoming a burden to one's self and others; and the combined effects of ageism, racism,
sexism and classism over the life course of individuals and families. Contributors focus in particular on
issues of gender and aging, as the majority of clients were women over 60, and all of the case workers -
among the first geriatric social workers in the country — were women in their 20s and early 30s. Nobody's
Burden is unique not only in content, but also in method and form. The contributors were members of an
archival research group devoted to the study of these case files. Research was conducted collaboratively and
involved scholars from the humanities (English, folklore) and the social sciences (anthropology,
communications, gerontology, political science, social work, and sociology).
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From reader reviews:

Kathryn Sheffield:

This book untitled Nobody's Burden: Lessons from the Great Depression on the Struggle for Old-Age
Security to be one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this
e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can
order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read
this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past
this publication from your list.

Edward Knudsen:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number
of ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this Nobody's Burden: Lessons from the Great Depression on the Struggle for Old-Age
Security, you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire
the others, make them reading a publication.

Margaret Calderon:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the reserve untitled Nobody's Burden: Lessons from the Great Depression on the Struggle for
Old-Age Security can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Charles Shrader:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This publication Nobody's Burden: Lessons from the Great Depression on the Struggle for
Old-Age Security was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get
book which you wanted.
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