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When Europeans first arrived in North America, between five and eight million indigenous people were
already living there. But how did they come to be here? What were their agricultural, spiritual, and hunting
practices? How did their societies evolve and what challenges do they face today?

Eminent historians Theda Perdue and Michael Green begin by describing how nomadic bands of hunter-
gatherers followed the bison and woolly mammoth over the Bering land mass between Asiaand what is now
Alaska between 25,000 and 15,000 years ago, settling throughout North America. They describe hunting
practices among different tribes, how some made the gradual transition to more settled, agricultural ways of
life, the role of kinship and cooperation in Native societies, their varied burial rites and spiritual practices,
and many other features of Native American life. Throughout the book, Perdue and Green stress the great
diversity of indigenous peoplesin America, who spoke more than 400 different languages before the arrival
of Europeans and whose ways of life varied according to the environments they settled in and adapted to so
successfully. Most importantly, the authors stress how Native Americans have struggled to maintain their
sovereignty--first with European powers and then with the United States--in order to retain their lands,
govern themselves, support their people, and pursue practices that have made their lives meaningful.

Going beyond the stereotypes that so often distort our views of Native Americans, this Very Short
Introduction offers a historically accurate, deeply engaging, and often inspiring account of the wide array of
Native peoplesin America.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an
introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate
the finest contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from
philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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From reader reviews:
Jeanne Gonzales:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant thing to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book North American Indians: A Very Short
Introduction will make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if you can know
about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isfar
from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with
you?

Jeff Jaco:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy
person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should
answer that question since just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on guarderia until university need this North American Indians:
A Very Short Introduction to read.

Geneva Ricks:

This book untitled North American Indians: A Very Short Introduction to be one of several books this best
seller in thisyear, that is because when you read this book you can get alot of benefit upon it. Y ou will
easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there
iS no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

SylviaGrable:

Y ou will get this North American Indians: A Very Short Introduction by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just
simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challengeif you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by
e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let'stry to choose suitable ways for you.
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