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Religion in Human Evolution is a work of extraordinary ambition?a wide-ranging, nuanced probing of our
biological past to discover the kinds of lives that human beings have most often imagined were worth living.
It offers what is frequently seen as a forbidden theory of the origin of religion that goes deep into evolution,
especially but not exclusively cultural evolution.

How did our early ancestors transcend the quotidian demands of everyday existence to embrace an
alternative reality that called into question the very meaning of their daily struggle? Robert Bellah, one of the
leading sociologists of our time, identifies a range of cultural capacities, such as communal dancing,
storytelling, and theorizing, whose emergence made this religious development possible. Deploying the latest
findings in biology, cognitive science, and evolutionary psychology, he traces the expansion of these cultural
capacities from the Paleolithic to the Axial Age (roughly, the first millennium BCE), when individuals and
groups in the Old World challenged the norms and beliefs of class societies ruled by kings and aristocracies.
These religious prophets and renouncers never succeeded in founding their alternative utopias, but they left a
heritage of criticism that would not be quenched.

Bellah’s treatment of the four great civilizations of the Axial Age?in ancient Israel, Greece, China, and
India?shows all existing religions, both prophetic and mystic, to be rooted in the evolutionary story he tells.
Religion in Human Evolution answers the call for a critical history of religion grounded in the full range of
human constraints and possibilities.
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From reader reviews:

Norman Williams:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Religion in Human Evolution: From
the Paleolithic to the Axial Age. All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

Millicent Doty:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Religion in Human Evolution: From the Paleolithic
to the Axial Age as the daily resource information.

Catherine Kuntz:

The book untitled Religion in Human Evolution: From the Paleolithic to the Axial Age contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because
you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Jessie Davis:

This Religion in Human Evolution: From the Paleolithic to the Axial Age is new way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you
on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading
this Religion in Human Evolution: From the Paleolithic to the Axial Age can be the light food to suit your
needs because the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in
the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in
guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a
reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss
this! Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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