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“There's always a possibility that you can have a catastrophic failure, of course; this can happen on any
flight; it can happen on the last one as well as the first one. So, you just plan as best you can to take care of
all these eventualities, and you get a well-trained crew and you go fly.” - Gus Grissom, December 1966

The Apollo space program is the most famous and celebrated in American history, but the first successful
landing of men on the Moon during Apollo 11 had complicated roots dating back over a decade, and it also
involved one of NASA’s most infamous tragedies. Landing on the Moon presented an ideal goal all on its
own, but the government’s urgency in designing the Apollo program was actually brought about by the
Soviet Union, which spent much of the 1950s leaving the United States in its dust (and rocket fuel). In 1957,
at a time when people were concerned about communism and nuclear war, many Americans were dismayed
by news that the Soviet Union was successfully launching satellites into orbit.

Among those concerned was President Dwight D. Eisenhower, whose space program was clearly lagging a
few years behind the Soviets’ space program. From 1959-1963, the United States worked toward putting
satellites and humans into orbit via the Mercury program, but Eisenhower’s administration was already
designing plans for the Apollo program by 1960, a year before the first Russian orbited the Earth and two
years before John Glenn became the first American to orbit the Earth.

On May 25, 1961, President John F. Kennedy addressed Congress and asked the nation to “commit itself to
achieving the goal, before this decade is out, of landing a man on the Moon and returning him safely to the
Earth.” Given America’s inability to even put a man in orbit yet, this seemed like an overly ambitious goal,
and it isn’t even clear that Kennedy himself believed it possible; after all, he was reluctant to meet NASA
Administrator James E. Webb’s initial funding requests.

As Apollo 11’s name suggests, there were actually a number of Apollo missions that came before, many of
which included testing the rockets and different orbital and lunar modules in orbit. In fact, it wasn’t until
Apollo 8 that a manned vehicle was sent towards the Moon and back, and before that mission, the most
famous Apollo mission was Apollo 1, albeit for all the wrong reasons.

There were no delusions regarding the dangers of manned space travel, but they were brought home on
January 27, 1967, when all three astronauts were killed by a fire that ignited in the cabin during a launch
rehearsal. To this day, there is still debate over what ignited the fire, but the disaster made clear that the
modules being used by NASA had a series of fatal flaws. After the Apollo 1 tragedy, NASA changed its
plans by first running a series of unmanned missions to test the Saturn rockets and the different modules
throughout 1967 and early 1968. and it would not be until Apollo 7 launched about 20 months after the
disaster that NASA dared to conduct another manned mission.



The Apollo 1 Disaster: The History and Legacy of the Controversial Fire analyzes the conception of the
Apollo program and the events that brought about the fateful disaster. Along with pictures of important
people, places, and events, you will learn about Apollo 1 like never before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Armando Ceballos:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close to that you
can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve The Apollo 1 Disaster: The Controversial History and
Legacy of the Fire that Caused One of NASA's Greatest Tragedies will make you to possibly be smarter.
You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that will
open or reading the book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like
that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Adria Jenkins:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get large amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we
will say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what
kind of activity are there when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
actual book you have read is The Apollo 1 Disaster: The Controversial History and Legacy of the Fire that
Caused One of NASA's Greatest Tragedies.

Jennifer Jones:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is The Apollo 1 Disaster: The Controversial History and Legacy of the Fire
that Caused One of NASA's Greatest Tragedies this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of
this world now. This specific book was represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles
that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes
this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Jared Carter:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
book The Apollo 1 Disaster: The Controversial History and Legacy of the Fire that Caused One of NASA's
Greatest Tragedies we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must
choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to



change your life with that book The Apollo 1 Disaster: The Controversial History and Legacy of the Fire that
Caused One of NASA's Greatest Tragedies. You can more attractive than now.
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