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Everyone knows the name Calamity Jane. Scores of dime novels and movie and TV Westerns have portrayed
this original Wild West woman as an adventuresome, gun-toting hellion. Although Calamity Jane has
probably been written about more than any other woman of the nineteenth-century American West, fiction
and legend have largely obscured the facts of her life. This lively, concise, and exhaustively researched
biography traces the real person from the Missouri farm where she was born in 1856 through the
development of her notorious persona as a Wild West heroine.

Before Calamity Jane became a legend, she was Martha Canary, orphaned when she was only eleven years
old. From a young age she traveled fearlessly, worked with men, smoked, chewed tobacco, and drank. By the
time she arrived in the boomtown of Deadwood, South Dakota, in 1876, she had become Calamity Jane, and
the real Martha Canary had disappeared under a landslide of purple prose.

Calamity became a hostess and dancer in Deadwood’s saloons and theaters. She imbibed heavily, and she
might have been a prostitute, but she had other qualities, as well, including those of an angel of mercy who
ministered to the sick and the down-and-out. Journalists and dime novelists couldn’t get enough of either
version, nor, in the following century, could filmmakers.

Sorting through the stories, veteran western historian Richard W. Etulain’s account begins with a biography
that offers new information on Calamity’s several “husbands” (including one she legally married), her two
children, and a woman who claimed to be the daughter of Wild Bill Hickok and Calamity, a story Etulain
discredits. In the second half of the book, Etulain traces the stories that have shaped Calamity Jane’s
reputation. Some Calamity portraits, he says, suggest that she aspired to a quiet life with a husband and
family. As the 2004–2006 HBO series Deadwood makes clear, well more than a century after her first
appearance as a heroine in the Deadwood Dick dime novels, Calamity Jane lives on—raunchy, unabashed,
contradictory, and ambiguous as ever.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Brumfield:

This The Life and Legends of Calamity Jane (The Oklahoma Western Biographies) book is not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually
read a lot of information you will get. That The Life and Legends of Calamity Jane (The Oklahoma Western
Biographies) without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Life and Legends of Calamity Jane (The Oklahoma Western
Biographies) can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because
you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Life and Legends of Calamity Jane (The
Oklahoma Western Biographies) having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Edward Lott:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Life and Legends of Calamity Jane (The
Oklahoma Western Biographies) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Joan Toon:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual
book that recommended to you is The Life and Legends of Calamity Jane (The Oklahoma Western
Biographies) this book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of
you.

Norbert Walling:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your



current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually The Life and
Legends of Calamity Jane (The Oklahoma Western Biographies).
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