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In the 1980s, a sea change occurred in comics. Fueled by Art Spiegel- man and Françoise Mouly's avant-
garde anthology Raw and the launch of the Love & Rockets series by Gilbert, Jaime, and Mario Hernandez,
the decade saw a deluge of comics that were more autobiographical, emotionally realistic, and experimental
than anything seen before. These alternative comics were not the scatological satires of the 1960s
underground, nor were they brightly colored newspaper strips or superhero comic books.

In Alternative Comics: An Emerging Literature, Charles Hatfield establishes the parameters of alternative
comics by closely examining long-form comics, in particular the graphic novel. He argues that these are
fundamentally a literary form and offers an extensive critical study of them both as a literary genre and as a
cultural phenomenon. Combining sharp-eyed readings and illustrations from particular texts with a larger
understanding of the comics as an art form, this book discusses the development of specific genres, such as
autobiography and history.

Alternative Comics analyzes such seminal works as Spiegelman's Maus, Gilbert Hernandez's Palomar: The
Heartbreak Soup Stories, and Justin Green's Binky Brown Meets the Holy Virgin Mary. Hatfield explores
how issues outside of cartooning-the marketplace, production demands, work schedules-can affect the final
work. Using Hernandez's Palomar as an example, he shows how serialization may determine the way a
cartoonist structures a narrative. In a close look at Maus, Binky Brown, and Harvey Pekar's American
Splendor, Hatfield teases out the complications of creating biography and autobiography in a substantially
visual medium, and shows how creators approach these issues in radically different ways.

Charles Hatfield, Canyon Country, California, is an assistant professor of English at California State
University, Northridge. His work has been published in ImageTexT, Inks: Cartoon and Comic Art Studies,
Children's Literature Association Quarterly, the Comics Journal, and other periodicals.

See the author's Web site at www.csun.edu/~ch76854/.
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From reader reviews:

Julie Nealy:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just
their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need that Alternative Comics: An Emerging Literature to read.

Garth McDonald:

Here thing why this specific Alternative Comics: An Emerging Literature are different and reliable to be
yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content from it which is the content is as
tasty as food or not. Alternative Comics: An Emerging Literature giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with Alternative Comics:
An Emerging Literature. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing
which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in
bringing the paper book maybe the form of Alternative Comics: An Emerging Literature in e-book can be
your substitute.

Margie Rodriguez:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Alternative Comics: An Emerging Literature why because
the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.

Eva Lynch:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Alternative Comics: An Emerging
Literature can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your
extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than
the others?
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