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"An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge" is a short story by American author Ambrose Bierce (1842-1913).
Originally published by the The San Francisco Examiner in 1890, it was first collected in Bierce's 1891 book
Tales of Soldiers and Civilians. The story, which is set during the Civil War, is famous for its irregular time
sequence and twist ending. It is Bierce's most anthologized story. Set during the American Civil War, "An
Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge" is the story of Peyton Farquhar, a Confederate sympathizer condemned to
death by hanging from Owl Creek Bridge. At the beginning of the story, the protagonist stands bound at the
bridge's edge. It is later revealed that after a disguised Union scout enlisted him to attempt to demolish the
bridge, he was caught in the act. In the first part of the story, a gentleman planter in his mid thirties is
standing on a railroad bridge in Alabama. Six military men and a company of infantry men are present. The
man is to be hanged from the bridge. As he is waiting, he thinks of his wife and children. Then he is
distracted by a tremendous noise. He can not identify this noise, other than that it sounds like the clanging of
a blacksmith's hammer on the anvil. He cannot tell if it was far away or nearby. He finds himself
apprehensively awaiting each strike, which seem to grow further and further apart. It is revealed that this
noise is the ticking of his watch. Then, an escape plan flashes through his mind: "throw off the noose and
spring into the stream. By diving I could evade the bullets and, swimming vigorously, take to the woods and
get away home." His thoughts stray back to his wife and children. The soldiers drop him down. The story
flashes back in time: Peyton Farquhar lives in the South and is a Confederate supporter. He goes out of his
way to perform services to support the Confederate cause. One day, a gray-clad soldier appears at his house
and tells Farquhar that Union soldiers in the area have been repairing the railroads, including the one over
Owl Creek Bridge. Interested, Farquhar asks if it is possible to sabotage the bridge, to which the soldier
replies that he could burn it down. When the soldier leaves, it is revealed that he is a Union scout who has
lured Farquhar into a trap, as anyone caught interfering with the railroads would face execution. When he is
hanged, the rope breaks. Farquhar falls into the water. While underwater, he seems to take little interest in
the fact that his hands, which now have a life of their own, are freeing themselves and untying the rope from
around his neck. Once he finally reaches the surface, he realizes his senses are superhuman. He can see the
individual blades of grass and the colors of bugs on the leaves of trees, despite the fact that he is whirling
around in a river. Realizing that the men are shooting at him, he escapes and makes it to dry land. He travels
through an uninhabited and seemingly unending forest, attempting to reach his home 30 miles away. During
his journey through the day and night, he is fatigued, footsore, and famished, urged on by the thought of his
wife and children. He begins experiencing strange physiological events, hearing unusual noises from the
wood, and believes he has fallen asleep while walking. He wakes to see his perfectly preserved home, with
his beautiful and youthful wife outside. As he runs forward to reach her, he suddenly feels a searing pain in
his neck; a white light flashes, and everything goes black. It is revealed that Farquhar never escaped at all; he
imagined the entire third part of the story during the time between falling through the bridge and the noose
finally breaking his neck.
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From reader reviews:

Jordan Weatherspoon:

The book An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You
can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting
strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book An Occurrence at Owl
Creek Bridge being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a
book An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

John Bergeron:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important for all of us. The book An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge
had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is
very advantages for you. The reserve An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge is not only giving you more new
information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time
to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge. You
never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

April Hanson:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge.

Awilda Kell:

The book untitled An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge contain a lot of information on this. The writer
explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and understandable all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author.
The author provides you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read
on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice
examine.
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