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In Beyond the Metropolis, Louise Young looks at the emergence of urbanism in the interwar period, a global
moment when the material and ideological structures that constitute “the city” took their characteristic
modern shape. In Japan, as el sewhere, cities became the staging ground for wide ranging social, cultural,
economic, and political transformations. The rise of socia problems, the formation of a consumer
marketplace, the proliferation of streetcars and streetcar suburbs, and the cascade of investments in urban
development reinvented the city as both socio-spatial form and set of ideas. Y oung tells this story through
the optic of the provincial city, examining four second-tier cities: Sapporo, Kanazawa, Niigata, and
Okayama. As prefectural capitals, these cities constituted centers of their respective regions. All four grew at
an enormous rate in the interwar decades, much as the metropolitan giants did. In spite of their
commonalities, local conditions meant that policies of national development and the vagaries of the business
cycle affected individual citiesin diverse ways. Astheir differences reveal, thereis no single master
narrative of twentieth century modernization. By engaging urban culture beyond the metropolis, this study
shows that Japanese modernity was not made in Tokyo and exported to the provinces, but rather co-
constituted through the circulation and exchange of people and ideas throughout the country and beyond.
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From reader reviews:
Michelle Saunders:

The book Beyond the Metropolis: Second Cities and Modern Life in Interwar Japan give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book
can being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you
can make looking at a book Beyond the Metropolis: Second Cities and Modern Life in Interwar Japan to
become your habit, you can get alot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about afew or al subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like open up and read areserve
Beyond the Metropolis: Second Cities and Modern Life in Interwar Japan. Kinds of book are alot of. It
means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Jennifer McNab:

Often the book Beyond the Metropolis: Second Cities and Modern Life in Interwar Japan has alot details on
it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of help. The book was authored by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you
can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Denise Dennis:

Beyond the Metropolis: Second Cities and Modern Life in Interwar Japan can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering
the information. The author giving hig/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Beyond the Metropolis: Second Cities and Modern Life in Interwar Japan although doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one
of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucia pondering.

Jack McCurdy:

Y ou can get this Beyond the Metropolis: Second Cities and Modern Life in Interwar Japan by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this
book by simply e-book. In the modern eraincluding now, you just looking because of your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let'stry to choose
right ways for you.
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