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What was life like for Jews settled throughout the Mediterranean world of Classical antiquity--and what
place did Jewish communities have in the diverse civilization dominated by Greeks and Romans? In a
probing account of the Jewish diaspora in the four centuries from Alexander the Great's conquest of the Near
East to the Roman destruction of the Jewish Temple in 70 C.E., Erich Gruen reaches often surprising
conclusions.

By the first century of our era, Jews living abroad far outnumbered those living in Palestine and had done so
for generations. Substantial Jewish communities were found throughout the Greek mainland and Aegean
islands, Asia Minor, the Tigris-Euphrates valley, Egypt, and Italy. Focusing especially on Alexandria, Greek
cities in Asia Minor, and Rome, Gruen explores the lives of these Jews: the obstacles they encountered, the
institutions they established, and their strategies for adjustment. He also delves into Jewish writing in this
period, teasing out how Jews in the diaspora saw themselves. There emerges a picture of a Jewish minority
that was at home in Greco-Roman cities: subject to only sporadic harassment; its intellectuals immersed in
Greco-Roman culture while refashioning it for their own purposes; exhibiting little sign of insecurity in an
alien society; and demonstrating both a respect for the Holy Land and a commitment to the local community
and Gentile government. Gruen's innovative analysis of the historical and literary record alters our
understanding of the way this vibrant minority culture engaged with the dominant Classical civilization.
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From reader reviews:

Herman Pruitt:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Diaspora: Jews amidst Greeks and
Romans book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Kelsey Palermo:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be consider while
those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Diaspora: Jews amidst Greeks and Romans as the
daily resource information.

Brandon Francis:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Diaspora: Jews amidst Greeks and
Romans is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include
much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You
can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

Coleen Isabel:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Diaspora: Jews amidst Greeks and Romans was multi-
colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Diaspora: Jews amidst Greeks and Romans
has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you
can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you
bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like
reading which.
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