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In recent decades, literary critics have praised novel theory for abandoning its formalist roots and defining
the novel as a vehicle of social discourse. The old school of novel theory has long been associated with
Henry James; the new school allies itself with the Russian theorist Mikhail Bakhtin. In this book, the author
argues that actually it was the compatibility of Bakhtin with James that prompted Anglo-American theorists
to embrace Bakhtin with such enthusiasm. Far from rejecting James, in other words, recent novel theorists
have only refined James's foundational recharacterization of the novel as the genre that does not simply
represent identity through its content but actually instantiates it through its form.

Social Formalism demonstrates the persistence of James's theoretical assumptions from his writings and
those of his disciple Percy Lubbock through the critique of Jamesian theory by Roland Barthes, Wayne
Booth, and Gérard Genette to the current Anglo-American assimilation of Bakhtin. It also traces the
expansion of James's influence, as mediated by Bakhtin, into cultural and literary theory. Jamesian social
formalism is shown to help determine the widely influential theories of minority identity expounded by such
important cultural critics as Barbara Johnson and Henry Louis Gates. Social Formalism thus explains why a
tradition that began by defining novelistic value as the formal instantiation of identity ends by defining
minority political empowerment as aestheticized self-representation.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Liller:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Social Formalism: The Novel in
Theory from Henry James to the Present that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only
for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want
to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick Social Formalism: The Novel in Theory from Henry
James to the Present become your current starter.

Christopher McCrady:

This Social Formalism: The Novel in Theory from Henry James to the Present is great guide for you because
the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and also have to
make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can
declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in
it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Social Formalism: The Novel in Theory from Henry James to the Present in
your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that
offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book.
Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Richard Cary:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Social Formalism: The Novel in Theory from
Henry James to the Present can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out
of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these ebooks have than the others?

Daniel Pitts:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Social Formalism: The Novel in
Theory from Henry James to the Present to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start
a book and examine it. Beside that the guide Social Formalism: The Novel in Theory from Henry James to
the Present can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their



time.
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