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The harrowing story of a Methodist Minister and a principled American naval officer who helped rescue
more than 250,000 refugees during the genocide of Armenian and Greek Christians—a tale of bravery,
morality, and politics, published to coincide with the genocide’s centennial.

The year was 1922: World War I had just come to a close, the Ottoman Empire was in decline, and Asa
Jennings, a YMCA worker from upstate New York, had just arrived in the quiet coastal city of Smyrna to
teach sports to boys. Several hundred miles to the east in Turkey’s interior, tensions between Greeks and
Turks had boiled over into deadly violence. Mustapha Kemal, now known as Ataturk, and his Muslim army
soon advanced into Smyrna, a Christian city, where a half a million terrified Greek and Armenian refugees
had fled in a desperate attempt to escape his troops. Turkish soldiers proceeded to burn the city and rape and
kill countless Christian refugees. Unwilling to leave with the other American civilians and determined to get
Armenians and Greeks out of the doomed city, Jennings worked tirelessly to feed and transport the thousands
of people gathered at the city’s Quay.

With the help of the brilliant naval officer and Kentucky gentleman Halsey Powell, and a handful of others,
Jennings commandeered a fleet of unoccupied Greek ships and was able to evacuate a quarter million
innocent people—an amazing humanitarian act that has been lost to history, until now. Before the horrible
events in Turkey were complete, Jennings had helped rescue a million people.

By turns harrowing and inspiring, The Great Fire uses eyewitness accounts, documents, and survivor
narratives to bring this episode—extraordinary for its brutality as well as its heroism—to life. 
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From reader reviews:

Denise Dennis:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Great Fire: One American's
Mission to Rescue Victims of the 20th Century's First Genocide. All type of book can you see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Hazel Reinoso:

The book untitled The Great Fire: One American's Mission to Rescue Victims of the 20th Century's First
Genocide contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The
language is very straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The
book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. You can easily
read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-
site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Susan Padgett:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and The Great Fire: One American's Mission to
Rescue Victims of the 20th Century's First Genocide as well as others sources were given understanding for
you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication
was created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In
various other case, beside science book, any other book likes The Great Fire: One American's Mission to
Rescue Victims of the 20th Century's First Genocide to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types
of book like here.

Nicolas Jones:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named of book The
Great Fire: One American's Mission to Rescue Victims of the 20th Century's First Genocide. You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a
person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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