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Brahms Among Friends identifies patterns of listening, performance, and composition among close friends of
Johannes Brahms and explores how those patterns informed the creation and reception of his music in the
intimate genres of song, sonata, trio, and piano miniature. Among the tangled threads of counterpoint and
circumstance that bound Brahms to his acquaintances was the technique of allusive musical borrowing,
whereby a brief passage from a familiar work was drawn into the fabric of a new composition. For the
specific listeners whose habits of mind and musicianship he knew best, allusive borrowings could become
rhetorically charged gestures, persuasively revising the meanings his music conveyed and the interpretive
strategies it invited.

Primary documents, original manuscripts, music-analytic comparison, and kinesthetic parameters
experienced in the act of performance all work in tandem to support ten case studies in the interplay between
Brahms's small-scale works and the women and men who encountered them before publication. Central
characters include violinist Joseph Joachim, singers Amalie Joachim, Julius Stockhausen, and Agathe von
Siebold, composers Heinrich and Elisabeth von Herzogenberg, and pianists Emma Engelmann and Clara
Schumann. For these musicians and for the composer himself, Brahms's allusive music served a broad
variety of emotional needs and interpersonal ends. Yet across diverse repertoire and interdisciplinary
correlates ranging from ethnography to psychoanalysis, each case study furthers a single, underlying aim: to
reconstruct the mutually dependent perspectives of historically situated agents and restore forgotten features
of their communicative landscapes as bases for both musical and historical scrutiny.
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From reader reviews:

Tonia Lee:

This Brahms Among Friends: Listening, Performance, and the Rhetoric of Allusion (AMS Studies in Music)
are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this Brahms Among
Friends: Listening, Performance, and the Rhetoric of Allusion (AMS Studies in Music) can be one of many
great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed
anyone with information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this
Brahms Among Friends: Listening, Performance, and the Rhetoric of Allusion (AMS Studies in Music)
giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we
realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

James Rodriguez:

Precisely why? Because this Brahms Among Friends: Listening, Performance, and the Rhetoric of Allusion
(AMS Studies in Music) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but
latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all
write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining
means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again
or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include
such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having
that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Guadalupe Hauser:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer may be Brahms Among Friends: Listening, Performance, and the Rhetoric of
Allusion (AMS Studies in Music) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content
will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

David Thompson:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know



that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Brahms Among Friends: Listening, Performance, and the Rhetoric of Allusion
(AMS Studies in Music) can make you feel more interested to read.
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