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Reconstruction was a time of idealism and sweeping change, as the victorious Union created citizenship
rights for the freed slaves and granted the vote to black men. Sixteen black Southerners, elected to the U.S.
Congress, arrived in Washington to advocate reforms such as public education, equal rights, land
distribution, and the suppression of the Ku Klux Klan.
But these men faced astounding odds. They were belittled as corrupt and inadequate by their white political
opponents, who used legislative trickery, libel, bribery, and the brutal intimidation of their constituents to rob
them of their base of support. Despite their status as congressmen, they were made to endure the worst
humiliations of racial prejudice. And they have been largely forgotten—often neglected or maligned by
standard histories of the period.
In this beautifully written book, Philip Dray reclaims their story. Drawing on archival documents,
contemporary news accounts, and congressional records, he shows how the efforts of black Americans
revealed their political perceptiveness and readiness to serve as voters, citizens, and elected officials.
We meet men like the war hero Robert Smalls of South Carolina (who had stolen a Confederate vessel and
delivered it to the Union navy), Robert Brown Elliott (who bested the former vice president of the
Confederacy in a stormy debate on the House floor), and the distinguished former slave Blanche K. Bruce
(who was said to possess “the manners of a Chesterfield”). As Dray demonstrates, these men were eloquent,
creative, and often effective representatives who, as support for Reconstruction faded, were undone by the
forces of Southern reaction and Northern indifference.
In a grand narrative that traces the promising yet tragic arc of Reconstruction, Dray follows these black
representatives’ struggles, from the Emancipation Proclamation to the onset of Jim Crow, as they fought for
social justice and helped realize the promise of a new nation.
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From reader reviews:

Jackson Cabrera:

Here thing why this particular Capitol Men: The Epic Story of Reconstruction Through the Lives of the First
BlackCongressmen are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it
depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Capitol Men: The
Epic Story of Reconstruction Through the Lives of the First BlackCongressmen giving you information
deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with Capitol
Men: The Epic Story of Reconstruction Through the Lives of the First BlackCongressmen. It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might be
can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by
train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Capitol Men: The
Epic Story of Reconstruction Through the Lives of the First BlackCongressmen in e-book can be your
alternative.

Lori Parker:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Capitol Men: The
Epic Story of Reconstruction Through the Lives of the First BlackCongressmen suitable to you? The
particular book was written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled Capitol Men: The Epic
Story of Reconstruction Through the Lives of the First BlackCongressmenis the main one of several books in
which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this
guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the
simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you a
large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this
book.

Bradley Bishop:

Capitol Men: The Epic Story of Reconstruction Through the Lives of the First BlackCongressmen can be
one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Capitol Men: The Epic Story of Reconstruction Through the Lives of the First
BlackCongressmen although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn
you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Dixie Jones:

This Capitol Men: The Epic Story of Reconstruction Through the Lives of the First BlackCongressmen is



great e-book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with
world and also have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using
great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can
have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core
information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Capitol Men: The Epic Story of Reconstruction
Through the Lives of the First BlackCongressmen in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it
is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small
right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you
still doubt in which?
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