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Much as we speak of junk food, junk bonds, and junk mail to describe commodities that lack substance or
fail in their functions, Samuel Levin argues that we are currently beset by a new category of “junkspeak.”
Motivated by a psychological desire to sound more sophisticated, people everywhere are filling their speech
and writing with linguistic faux pas that hinder effective communication. Shades of Meaning is a handy
guide to words and expressions that are frequently misused by even the most articulate and intelligent users
of English. Levin brings to bear an enormous learning in describing not only the distinctions among
frequently misused terms but also the linguistic roots of those distinctions and the psychological factors that
motivate our errors.The book contains an alphabetized list of articles, most of which explain the subtle
semantic distinctions between pairs of words that are often confused. Levin examines word pairs such as
illumine/illuminate, partly/partially, unsatisfied/dissatisfied, flaunt/flout, and continual/continuous. Through
the use of concise and witty examples, Levin makes these subtle differences clear. Other articlestreat
grammar and syntax that trip up even the most skilled writers and speakers. In addition, Levin introduces
relevant aspects of etymology and the historical development of the language. Shades of Meaning is a small
gem that will take its placein the library of classic reference works.
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From reader reviews:
Annette Puente:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Shades Of Meaning: Reflections On The Use, Misuse, And Abuse Of
English. Try to make the book Shades Of Meaning: Reflections On The Use, Misuse, And Abuse Of English
asyour friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course
make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experiencein
addition to knowledge with this book.

Brooks Davis:

The experience that you get from Shades Of Meaning: Reflections On The Use, Misuse, And Abuse Of
English may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get
serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Shades Of Meaning:
Reflections On The Use, Misuse, And Abuse Of English giving you joy feeling of reading. The author
conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the author of
this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That
makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
suggest you for having that Shades Of Meaning: Reflections On The Use, Misuse, And Abuse Of English
instantly.

Erin Wright:

The book Shades Of Meaning: Reflections On The Use, Misuse, And Abuse Of English has alot of
information on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was compiled
by the very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Suzanne Robbins:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading books. It can be your aternative within spending your spare time, the book you have
read is usually Shades Of Meaning: Reflections On The Use, Misuse, And Abuse Of English.
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