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This collection of nearly three hundred letters gives us the life of Elia Kazan unfiltered, with all the passion,
vitality, and raw honesty that made him such an important and formidable stage director (A Streetcar Named
Desire, Death of a Salesman), film director (On the Waterfront, East of Eden), novelist, and memoirist.

Elia Kazan'slifelong determination to be a“ sincere, conscious, practicing artist” resounds in these
letters—fully annotated throughout—in every phase of his career: his exciting apprenticeship with the new
and astonishing Group Theatre, as stagehand, stage manager, and actor (Waiting for Lefty, Golden Boy) . . .
hisfirst tentative and then successful attempts at directing for the theater and movies (The Skin of Our Teeth,
A Tree Growsin Brooklyn) . . . his cofounding in 1947 of the Actors Studio and his codirection of the
nascent Repertory Theater of Lincoln Center . . . hisinnovative and celebrated work on Broadway (All My
Sons, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, J.B.) and in Hollywood (Gentleman’ s Agreement, Splendor in the Grass, A
Face in the Crowd, Baby Dall) . . . his birth as awriter.

Kazan directed virtually back-to-back the greatest American dramas of the era—by Arthur Miller and
Tennessee Williams—and helped shape their future productions. Here we see how he collaborated with these
and other writers: Clifford Odets, Thornton Wilder, John Steinbeck, and Budd Schulberg among them. The
letters give us aunique grasp of hisluminous insights on acting, directing, producing, as he writesto and
about Marlon Brando, James Dean, Warren Begtty, Robert De Niro, Boris Aronson, and Sam Spiegel, among
others. We see Kazan' s heated dealings with studio moguls Darryl Zanuck and Jack Warner, his principled
resistance to film censorship, and the upheavals of his testimony before the House Committee on Un-
American Activities.

These letters record as well the inner life of the artist and the man. We see his startling candor in writing to
hisfirst wife, his confidante and adviser, Molly Day Thacher—they did not mince words with each other.
And we see afather’ s letters to and about his children.

An extraordinary portrait of a complex, intense, monumentally talented man who engaged the political,

moral, and artistic currents of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:
Alex Levey:

The book The Selected Letters of Elia Kazan can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book The Selected L etters of Elia Kazan? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many datafor us. Itis
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that,
you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Selected L etters of Elia Kazan has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can appearance the
enormous world by open and read areserve. So it is very wonderful.

Claudia Weidner:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feedl it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the book untitled The Selected Letters of Elia Kazan can be good
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Christopher M cCormick:

Precisely why? Because this The Selected Letters of Elia Kazan is an unordinary book that the inside of the
book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret the ideainside. Reading this
book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful way makes the content
within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a
lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
means. So, still want to delay having that book? If | have been you | will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

James Bouchard:

Y ou can spend your free time to see this book this book. This The Selected L etters of Elia Kazan is simple
bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to
bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. Y ou can
save typically the book in your smart phone. Thusthere are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.
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