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Colin Powell once observed that "a dream doesn't become reality through magic; it takes sweat,
determination, and hard work." This sentiment is mirrored dramatically in the story of African Americans in
aerospace history.

The invention of the airplane in the first decade of the twentieth century sparked a revolution in modern
technology. Aviation in the popular mind became associated with adventure and heroism. For African
Americans, however, this new realm of human flight remained off-limits, a consequence of racial
discrimination. Many African Americans displayed a keen interest in the new air age, but found themselves
routinely barred from gaining training as pilots or mechanics. Beginning in the 1920s, a small and widely
scattered group of black air enthusiasts challenged this prevailing pattern of racial discrimination. With no
small amount of effort—and against formidable odds—they gained their pilot licenses and acquired the
technical skills to become aircraft mechanics.

Over the course of the twentieth century and into the twenty-first, African Americans have expanded their
participation in both military and civilian aviation and space flight, from the early pioneers and barnstormers
through the Tuskegee airmen to Shuttle astronauts.

Featuring approximately two hundred historic and contemporary photographs and a lively narrative that
spans eight decades of U.S. history, Black Wings offers a compelling overview of this extraordinary and
inspiring saga.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Dawkins:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Black Wings: Courageous
Stories of African Americans in Aviation and Space History book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Jack Lumpkin:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Black Wings: Courageous
Stories of African Americans in Aviation and Space History, you may enjoy both. It is good combination
right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still
don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Roxanne Pineda:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Black Wings: Courageous Stories of
African Americans in Aviation and Space History that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit
only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who
want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick Black Wings: Courageous Stories of African
Americans in Aviation and Space History become your own starter.

Gloria Castaldo:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Black Wings: Courageous Stories of African
Americans in Aviation and Space History can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one
book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can
be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me
have Black Wings: Courageous Stories of African Americans in Aviation and Space History.
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