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“Political clientelism” is a term used to characterize the contemporary relationships between political elites
and the poor in Latin America in which goods and services are traded for political favors. Javier Auyero
critically deploys the notion in Poor People’s Politics to analyze the political practices of the Peronist Party
among shantytown dwellers in contemporary Argentina.
Looking closely at the slum-dwellers’ informal problem-solving networks, which are necessary for material
survival, and the different meanings of Peronism within these networks, Auyero presents the first
ethnography of urban clientelism ever carried out in Argentina. Revealing a deep familiarity with the lives of
the urban poor in Villa Paraíso, a stigmatized and destitute shantytown of Buenos Aires, Auyero
demonstrates the ways in which local politicians present their vital favors to the poor and how the poor
perceive and evaluate these favors. Having penetrated the networks, he describes how they are structured,
what is traded, and the particular way in which women facilitate these transactions. Moreover, Auyero
proposes that the act of granting favors or giving food in return for votes gives the politicians’ acts a
performative and symbolic meaning that flavors the relation between problem-solver and problem-holder,
while also creating quite different versions of contemporary Peronism. Along the way, Auyero is careful to
situate the emergence and consolidation of clientelism in historic, cultural, and economic contexts.
Poor People’s Politics reexamines the relationship between politics and the destitute in Latin America,
showing how deeply embedded politics are in the lives of those who do not mobilize in the usual sense of the
word but who are far from passive. It will appeal to a wide range of students and scholars of Latin American
studies, sociology, anthropology, political science, history, and cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Ian Ashlock:

The book Poor People's Politics: Peronist Survival Networks and the Legacy of Evita can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the
great thing like a book Poor People's Politics: Peronist Survival Networks and the Legacy of Evita? A
number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many information for
us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that
you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Poor People's Politics:
Peronist Survival Networks and the Legacy of Evita has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
large function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Kelly Gomes:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Poor People's Politics: Peronist
Survival Networks and the Legacy of Evita book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book
is usually more than just a book.

Richard Russell:

This Poor People's Politics: Peronist Survival Networks and the Legacy of Evita tend to be reliable for you
who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Poor People's Politics:
Peronist Survival Networks and the Legacy of Evita can be among the great books you must have is giving
you more than just simple reading food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-
book and printed types. Beside that this Poor People's Politics: Peronist Survival Networks and the Legacy of
Evita forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Glen Hall:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Poor People's Politics:
Peronist Survival Networks and the Legacy of Evita that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to
know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly
that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success



person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you can pick Poor People's Politics:
Peronist Survival Networks and the Legacy of Evita become your current starter.
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