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In The Ritual Process: Structure and Anti-Structure, Victor Turner examines rituals of the Ndembu in
Zambia and develops his now-famous concept of "Communitas." He characterizes it as an absolute inter-
human relation beyond any form of structure.

The Ritual Process has acquired the status of a small classic since these lectures were first published in 1969.
Turner demonstrates how the analysis of ritual behavior and symbolism may be used as a key to
understanding social structure and processes. He extends Van Gennep's notion of the "liminal phase" of rites
of passage to a more general level, and applies it to gain understanding of a wide range of social phenomena.
Once thought to be the "vestigial" organs of social conservatism, rituals are now seen as arenas in which
social change may emerge and be absorbed into social practice.

As Roger Abrahams writes in his foreword to the revised edition: "Turner argued from specific field data.
His special eloquence resided in his ability to lay open a sub-Saharan African system of belief and practice in
terms that took the reader beyond the exotic features of the group among whom he carried out his fieldwork,
translating his experience into the terms of contemporary Western perceptions. Reflecting Turner's range of
intellectual interests, the book emerged as exceptional and eccentric in many ways: yet it achieved its place
within the intellectual world because it so successfully synthesized continental theory with the practices of
ethnographic reports."
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From reader reviews:

Earl Goodman:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled The Ritual Process:
Structure and Anti-Structure (Foundations of Human Behavior)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Nola Schroeder:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly
feel happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual The Ritual Process:
Structure and Anti-Structure (Foundations of Human Behavior) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Gwendolyn Harrison:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject The Ritual
Process: Structure and Anti-Structure (Foundations of Human Behavior) suitable to you? The particular book
was written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Ritual Process: Structure and
Anti-Structure (Foundations of Human Behavior)is the main of several books in which everyone read now.
This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore
all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Christina Bishop:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended
to you is The Ritual Process: Structure and Anti-Structure (Foundations of Human Behavior) this guide
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the
world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.
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