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More than 140 years ago, Mark Twain observed that the Civil War had "uprooted institutions that were
centuries old, changed the politics of a people, transformed the social life of half the country, and wrought so
profoundly upon the entire national character that the influence cannot be measured short of two or three
generations." In fact, five generations have passed, and Americans are still trying to measure the influence of
the immense fratricidal conflict that nearly tore the nation apart.

In The War that Forged a Nation, Pulitzer Prize-winning historian James M. McPherson considers why the
Civil War remains so deeply embedded in our national psyche and identity. The drama and tragedy of the
war, from its scope and size--an estimated death toll of 750,000, far more than the rest of the country's wars
combined--to the nearly mythical individuals involved--Abraham Lincoln, Robert E. Lee, Stonewall
Jackson--help explain why the Civil War remains a topic of interest. But the legacy of the war extends far
beyond historical interest or scholarly attention. Here, McPherson draws upon his work over the past fifty
years to illuminate the war's continuing resonance across many dimensions of American life.

Touching upon themes that include the war's causes and consequences; the naval war; slavery and its
abolition; and Lincoln as commander in chief, McPherson ultimately proves the impossibility of
understanding the issues of our own time unless we first understand their roots in the era of the Civil War.
From racial inequality and conflict between the North and South to questions of state sovereignty or the role
of government in social change--these issues, McPherson shows, are as salient and controversial today as
they were in the 1860s.

Thoughtful, provocative, and authoritative, The War that Forged a Nation looks anew at the reasons
America's civil war has remained a subject of intense interest for the past century and a half, and affirms the
enduring relevance of the conflict for America today.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Clark:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping The War That Forged a Nation:
Why the Civil War Still Matters that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they
react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman
but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your
good habit, you could pick The War That Forged a Nation: Why the Civil War Still Matters become your
current starter.

John Jeanbaptiste:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This guide The War That Forged a Nation: Why the Civil War Still Matters was filled
about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book,
you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.

Earl Parker:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The War That Forged a Nation: Why the Civil War Still Matters can make
you really feel more interested to read.

Harold Esparza:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. In
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the The War That Forged a Nation: Why the Civil War Still Matters when you essential it?
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