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Marriage is at the center of one of today's fiercest political debates. Activists argue about how to define it,
judges and legislators decide who should benefit from it, and scholars consider how the state should protect
those who are denied it. Few, however, ask whether the state should have anything to do with marriage in the
first place. In Untying the Knot, Tamara Metz addresses this crucial question, making a powerful argument
that marriage, like religion, should be separated from the state. Rather than defining or conferring marriage,
or relying on it to achieve legitimate public welfare goals, the state should create a narrow legal status that
supports all intimate caregiving unions. Marriage itself should be bestowed by those best suited to give it the
necessary ethical authority--religious groups and other kinds of communities. Divorcing the state from
marriage is dictated by nothing less than basic commitments to freedom and equality.

Tracing confusions about marriage to tensions at the heart of liberalism, Untying the Knot clarifies today's
debates about marriage by identifying and explaining assumptions hidden in widely held positions and
common practices. It shows that, as long as marriage and the state are linked, marriage will be a threat to
liberalism and the state will be a threat to marriage. An important and timely rethinking of the relationship
between marriage and the state, Untying the Knot will interest political theorists, legal scholars,
policymakers, sociologists, and anyone else who cares about the fate of marriage or liberalism.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Cox:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Untying the Knot: Marriage, the State, and the Case
for Their Divorce will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make
you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Connie Pauls:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This Untying the Knot: Marriage, the
State, and the Case for Their Divorce is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Jennifer Crawford:

Beside this particular Untying the Knot: Marriage, the State, and the Case for Their Divorce in your phone, it
could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have Untying the Knot: Marriage, the State, and the Case for Their Divorce
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you
seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss
the item? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!

April Harry:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Untying the Knot: Marriage, the State, and
the Case for Their Divorce can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out
of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?
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