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As Hawaiians continue to recover their language and culture, the voices of kupuna (elders) are heard once
again in urban and rural settings, both in Hawai i and elsewhere. How do kupuna create knowledge and tell
history? What do they tell us about being Hawaiian? Adopted by a Midwestern couple in the 1950s as an
infant, Leilani Holmes spent much of her early lifein settings that offered no clues about her Hawaiian past
images of which continued to haunt her even as she completed a master's thesis on Hawaiian music and
identity in southern California. Ancestry of Experience documents Holmes quest to reclaim and understand
her own origin story.

Holmes writes in two different and at times incongruent voices one describing the search for her geneal ogy,
the other critiquing Western epistemol ogies she encounters along the way. In the course of her journey, she
finds that Hawaiian oral tradition links identity to the land (aina) through ancestry, while traditional,
scholarly theories of knowing (particularly political economy and the discourse of the invention of tradition)
textually obliterate land and ancestry. In interviews with kupuna, Holmes learns of the connectedness of
spirituality and aina; through her study and practice of hula kahiko comes an understanding of ancient hula
as a conversation between aina and the dancer s body that has the power to activate historical memory.

Holmes experience has specia relevance for indigenous adoptees and indigenous scholars: Both are
distanced from the knowledge agendas and strategies of their communities and are tasked to speak in
languagesiill-suited to the telling of their own stories and those of their ancestors. In addition to those with an
interest in Hawaiian knowledge and culture, Ancestry of Experience will appeal to readers of memoirs of
identity, academic and personal accounts of racial identity formation, and works of indigenous
epistemologies.
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From reader reviews:
Hilary Rangel:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
usto find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like looking
at abook? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Ancestry of Experience: A Journey into Hawaiian Ways of Knowing
(Intersections Asian and Pacific American Transcultural Studies).

CharlesMyers:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Ancestry of Experience: A Journey
into Hawaiian Ways of Knowing (Intersections Asian and Pacific American Transcultural Studies) will make
you to become smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about everything. But
some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they
may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

AliceOlivares:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people
in the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't desire do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book Ancestry of Experience: A
Journey into Hawaiian Ways of Knowing (Intersections Asian and Pacific American Transcultural Studies).
All type of book could you see on many sources. Y ou can look for the internet resources or other social
media.

Glen Hall:

Here thing why that Ancestry of Experience: A Journey into Hawaiian Ways of Knowing (Intersections
Asian and Pacific American Transcultural Studies) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all
looking at abook is good nevertheless it dependsin the content of it which isthe content is as delightful as
food or not. Ancestry of Experience: A Journey into Hawaiian Ways of Knowing (Intersections Asian and
Pacific American Transcultural Studies) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with Ancestry of Experience: A Journey into Hawaiian
Ways of Knowing (Intersections Asian and Pacific American Transcultural Studies). It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can



be happened around you. Y ou can actually bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home
by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Ancestry of
Experience: A Journey into Hawaiian Ways of Knowing (Intersections Asian and Pacific American
Transcultural Studies) in e-book can be your alternative.
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