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No creature has been subject to such extremes of reverence and exploitation as the chicken. Hens have been
venerated as cosmic creators and roosters as solar divinities. Many cultures have found the mysteries of
birth, healing, death and resurrection encapsulated in the hen’s egg. Yet today, most of us have nothing to do
with chickens as living beings, although billions are consumed around the world every year.
 
In Chicken Annie Potts introduces us to the vivid and astonishing world of Gallus gallus. The book traces the
evolution of jungle fowl and the domestication of chickens by humans. It describes the ways in which
chickens experience the world, form families and friendships, communicate with each other, play, bond, and
grieve. Chicken explores cultural practices like egg-rolling, the cockfight, alectromancy, wishbone-pulling
and the chicken-swinging ritual of Kapparot; discovers depictions of chickenhood in ancient and modern art,
literature and film; and also showcases bizarre supernatural chickens from around the world including the
Basilisk, Kikimora and Pollio Maligno. Chicken concludes with a detailed analysis of the place of chickens
in the world today, and a tribute to those who educate and advocate on behalf of these birds.
 
Numerous beautiful illustrations show the many faces (and feathers and combs and tails) of Gallus, from
wild roosters in the jungles of Southeast Asia to quirky Naked-Necks and majestic Malays. There are
chickens painted by Chagall and Magritte, chickens made of hair-rollers, and chickens shaped like
mountains. The reader of Chicken will encounter a multitude of intriguing facts and ideas, including why the
largest predator ever to walk the earth is considered the ancestor of the modern chicken, how mother hens
communicate with their chicks while they're still in the egg, why Charlie Chaplin’s masterpiece required him
to play a chicken, whether it’s safe to take eggs on a sea-voyage, and how “chicken therapy” can rejuvenate
us all. This book will fascinate those already familiar with and devoted to the Gallus species, and it will open
up a whole new gallinaceous world for future admirers of the intelligent and passionate chicken.
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From reader reviews:

Lee Durfee:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Chicken (Reaktion Books - Animal). Try to stumble
through book Chicken (Reaktion Books - Animal) as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when
you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned
in your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book.
So , let's make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Edward Phillips:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to consider look
for book, may be the publication untitled Chicken (Reaktion Books - Animal) can be fine book to read. May
be it might be best activity to you.

Concepcion Shaw:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Chicken (Reaktion Books - Animal)
is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have
much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to
read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

Vickie Gilbert:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the top
record in your reading list will be Chicken (Reaktion Books - Animal). This book which is qualified as The
Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this
publication you can get many advantages.
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