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Michel de Montaigne was one of the most influential figures of the Renaissance, singlehandedly responsible
for popularising the essay as a literary form. This Penguin Classics edition of The Complete Essays is
translated from the French and edited with an introduction and notes by M.A. Screech. In 1572 Montaigne
retired to his estates in order to devote himself to leisure, reading and reflection. There he wrote his
constantly expanding 'assays', inspired by the ideas he found in books contained in his library and from his
own experience. He discusses subjects as diverse as war-horses and cannibals, poetry and politics, sex and
religion, love and friendship, ecstasy and experience. But, above all, Montaigne studied himself as a way of
drawing out his own inner nature and that of men and women in general. The Essays are among the most
idiosyncratic and personal works in all literature and provide an engaging insight into a wise Renaissance
mind, continuing to give pleasure and enlightenment to modern readers. With its extensive introduction and
notes, M.A. Screech's edition of Montaigne is widely regarded as the most distinguished of recent times.
Michel de Montaigne (1533-1586) studied law and spent a number of years working as a counsellor before
devoting his life to reading, writing and reflection. If you enjoyed The Complete Essays, you might like
Francois Rabelais's Gargantua and Pantagruel, also available in Penguin Classics. 'Screech's fine version ...
must surely serve as the definitive English Montaigne' A.C. Grayling, Financial Times 'A superb edition'
Nicholas Wollaston, Observer
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From reader reviews:

Donna Bauer:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read
one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Michel de Montaigne - The
Complete Essays (Penguin Classics) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Emily Higginbotham:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Michel de Montaigne - The Complete Essays
(Penguin Classics) as your daily resource information.

Joyce Hazel:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see colorful pics
on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this period
of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
Michel de Montaigne - The Complete Essays (Penguin Classics) can make you experience more interested to
read.

James Fulk:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. On
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to find
the Michel de Montaigne - The Complete Essays (Penguin Classics) when you needed it?
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