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The Insane Chicago Way is the untold story of a daring plan by Chicago gangs in the 1990s to create a
Spanish Mafia—and why it failed. John M. Hagedorn traces how Chicago Latino gang leaders, following in
Al Capone’s footsteps, built a sophisticated organization dedicated to organizing crime and reducing
violence. His lively stories of extensive cross-neighborhood gang organization, tales of police/gang
corruption, and discovery of covert gang connections to Chicago’s Mafia challenge conventional wisdom
and offer lessons for the control of violence today.

The book centers on the secret history of Spanish Growth & Development (SGD)—an organization of Latino
gangs founded in 1989 and modeled on the Mafia’s nationwide Commission. It also tells a story within a
story of the criminal exploits of the C-Note$, the “minor league” team of the Chicago’s Mafia (called the
“Outfit”), which influenced the direction of SGD. Hagedorn’s tale is based on three years of interviews with
an Outfit soldier as well as access to SGD’s constitution and other secret documents, which he supplements
with interviews of key SGD leaders, court records, and newspaper accounts. The result is a stunning,
heretofore unknown history of the grand ambitions of Chicago gang leaders that ultimately led to SGD’s
shocking collapse in a pool of blood on the steps of a gang-organized peace conference.

The Insane Chicago Way is a compelling history of the lives and deaths of Chicago gang leaders. At the
same time it is a sociological tour de force that warns of the dangers of organized crime while arguing that
today’s relative disorganization of gangs presents opportunities for intervention and reductions in violence.
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From reader reviews:

Eddie Bussell:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed The Insane
Chicago Way: The Daring Plan by Chicago Gangs to Create a Spanish Mafia? Maybe it is to be best activity
for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better
than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Stanley Torres:

The book The Insane Chicago Way: The Daring Plan by Chicago Gangs to Create a Spanish Mafia make one
feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading
a book The Insane Chicago Way: The Daring Plan by Chicago Gangs to Create a Spanish Mafia being your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and read a e-book The Insane
Chicago Way: The Daring Plan by Chicago Gangs to Create a Spanish Mafia. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Teresa Cook:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual The Insane Chicago Way: The
Daring Plan by Chicago Gangs to Create a Spanish Mafia is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Tammy Campbell:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. From the book
The Insane Chicago Way: The Daring Plan by Chicago Gangs to Create a Spanish Mafia we can have more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this
book The Insane Chicago Way: The Daring Plan by Chicago Gangs to Create a Spanish Mafia. You can
more appealing than now.
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