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During the 1920s and 1930s, Willis Richardson (1889-1977) was highly respected as a leading African-
American playwright and drama anthologist. His plays were performed by numerous black high school,
college, and university drama groups and by theater companies in Chicago, New York, Washington D.C.,
Cleveland, Baltimore, and Atlanta. With the opening of The Chip Woman's Fortune (1923), he became the
first African American to have a play produced on Broadway. Several of his 46 plays were published in
assorted magazines, and in his essays, he urged black Americans to seek their dramatic material in their own
lives and circumstances. In addition, he edited three anthologies of plays by African-Americans. But between
1940 and his death in 1977, Richardson came to realize that his plays were period pieces and that they no
longer reflected the problems and situations of African-Americans. In the years before his death, he
attempted vigorously yet unsuccessfully to preserve several of his plays through publication, if not
production. But the man who has been called the father of African-American drama and who was considered
the hope and promise of African-American drama died in obscurity.

Richardson has even been neglected by the scholarly community. This critical biography, the first extensive
consideration of his life and work, firmly reestablishes his pioneering role in American theater. The book
begins with a detailed chronology, followed by a thoughtful biographical essay. The volume then examines
the nature of African-American drama in the 1920s, the period during which Richardson was most
productive, and it analyzes his approach to drama as a means of educating African-American audiences. It
then explores the African-American community as the central theme in Richardson's plays, for Richardson
typically looks at the consequences of refusals by blacks to help one another. The work additionally
considers Richardson's history plays, his anthologies, his dramas intended for black children, and his essays.
A concluding chapter summarizes his lasting influence; the book closes with a listing of his plays and an
extensive bibliography.
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From reader reviews:

Eleonora Plunkett:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important usually. The book Willis Richardson, Forgotten Pioneer of African-
American Drama (Contributions in Afro-American & African Studies) had been making you to know about
other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-
book Willis Richardson, Forgotten Pioneer of African-American Drama (Contributions in Afro-American &
African Studies) is not only giving you more new information but also to become your friend when you feel
bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the
book Willis Richardson, Forgotten Pioneer of African-American Drama (Contributions in Afro-American &
African Studies). You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

George Pinard:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this Willis Richardson, Forgotten Pioneer of African-American Drama (Contributions in Afro-
American & African Studies), it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Walter Burchett:

You can find this Willis Richardson, Forgotten Pioneer of African-American Drama (Contributions in Afro-
American & African Studies) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your
solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written
or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era including now, you
just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to
get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Terry Speller:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,



except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book.
Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Willis Richardson,
Forgotten Pioneer of African-American Drama (Contributions in Afro-American & African Studies).
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