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The American people are frustrated with their government-dismayed by a series of high-profile failures (Iraq,
Katrina, the financial meltdown) that seems to just keep getting longer. Yet our nation has a proud history of
great achievements: victory in World War II, our national highway system, welfare reform, the moon
landing.

We need more successes like these to reclaim government's legacy of competence. In If We Can Put a Man
on the Moon, William Eggers and John O'Leary explain how to do it. The key? Understand-and avoid-the
common pitfalls that trip up public-sector leaders during the journey from idea to results.

The authors identify pitfalls including:

-The Partial Map Trap: Fumbling handoffs throughout project execution

-The Tolstoy Syndrome: Seeing only the possibilities you want to see

-Design-Free Design: Designing policies for passage through the legislature, not for implementation

-The Overconfidence Trap: Creating unrealistic budgets and timelines

-The Complacency Trap: Failing to recognize that a program needs change

At a time of unprecedented challenges, this book, with its abundant examples and hands-on advice, is the
essential guide to making our government work better. A must-read for every public official, this book will
be of interest to anyone who cares about the future of democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Cynthia Hughes:

The reason why? Because this If We Can Put a Man on the Moon: Getting Big Things Done in Government
is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret
it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I
were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Allison Stiffler:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be learn. If We Can Put a Man on the Moon: Getting Big Things Done in Government can
be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Terry Dansby:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. Through the book If We Can Put a Man on the Moon: Getting Big Things Done in Government we
can have more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must
choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to
change your life at this time book If We Can Put a Man on the Moon: Getting Big Things Done in
Government. You can more attractive than now.

Andrew Spivey:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching
for the If We Can Put a Man on the Moon: Getting Big Things Done in Government when you required it?
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