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The claim that heritage practice in Asia is Eurocentric may be well-founded, but the view that local people in
Asia need to be educated by heritage practitioners and governments to properly conserve their heritage
distracts from the responsibility of educating oneself about the local-popular beliefs and practices which
constitute the bedrock of most people’s engagement with the material past. Written by an archaeologist who
has long had one foot in the field of heritage practice and another in the academic camp of archaeology and
heritage studies, Counterheritage is at once a forthright critique of current heritage practice in the Asian
arena and a contribution to this project of self-education.

Popular religion in Asia – including popular Buddhism and Islam, folk Catholicism, and Chinese deity cults
– has a constituency that accounts for a majority of Asia’s population, making its exclusion from heritage
processes an issue of social justice, but more pragmatically it explains why many heritage conservation
programs fail to gain local traction. This book describes how the tenets of popular religion affect building
and renovation practices and describes how modernist attempts to suppress popular religion in Asia in the
early and mid-twentieth century impacted religious ‘heritage.’ Author Denis Byrne argues that the campaign
by archaeologists and heritage professionals against the private collecting and ‘looting’ of antiquities in Asia
largely ignores the regimes of value which heritage discourse has helped erect and into which collectors and
local diggers play. Focussing on the Philippines, Thailand, and Taiwan but also referencing China and other
parts of Southeast Asia, richly detailed portraits are provided of the way people live with ‘old things’ and are
affected by them. Narratives of the author’s fieldwork are woven into arguments built upon an extensive and
penetrating reading of the historical and anthropological literature. The critical stance embodied in the title
‘counterheritage’ is balanced by the optimism of the book’s vision of a different practice of heritage,
advocating a view of heritage objects as vibrant, agentic things enfolded in social practice rather than as inert
and passive surfaces subject to conservation.
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From reader reviews:

Melvin Paul:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Counterheritage: Critical
Perspectives on Heritage Conservation in Asia (Routledge Studies in Heritage) book since this book offers
you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is
no doubt in it you probably know this.

Robin Millard:

Often the book Counterheritage: Critical Perspectives on Heritage Conservation in Asia (Routledge Studies
in Heritage) will bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is
very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Counterheritage:
Critical Perspectives on Heritage Conservation in Asia (Routledge Studies in Heritage) is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.

Donald Scott:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Counterheritage: Critical Perspectives on Heritage
Conservation in Asia (Routledge Studies in Heritage) why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic
as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Merle Poteet:

This Counterheritage: Critical Perspectives on Heritage Conservation in Asia (Routledge Studies in
Heritage) is great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for you who always deal with
world and also have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great plan
word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have
whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information
with lovely delivering sentences. Having Counterheritage: Critical Perspectives on Heritage Conservation in
Asia (Routledge Studies in Heritage) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this e-
book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?
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