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Why did Elizabethan adventurers believe that the interior of America hid vast caches of gold? Who started
the rumor that British officers purchased revolutionary white women’s scal ps, packed them by the bale, and
shipped them to their superiors? And why are people today still convinced that white settlers?hardly immune
as agroup to the disease?routinely distributed smallpox-tainted blankets to the natives?

Rumor?spread by colonists and Native Americans alike?ran rampant in early America. In Groundless,
historian Gregory Evans Dowd explores why half-truths, deliberate lies, and outrageous legends emerged in
the first place, how they grew, and why they were given such credence throughout the New World. Arguing
that rumors are part of the objective reality left to us by the past?a kind of fragmentary archival record?he
examines how uncertain news became powerful enough to cascade through the centuries.

Drawing on specific case studies and tracing recurring rumors over many generations, Dowd explains the
seductive power of unreliable stories in the eastern North American frontiers from the sixteenth to the mid-
nineteenth centuries. The rumors studied here?some alluring, some frightening?commanded attention and
demanded action. They were all, by definition, groundless, but they were not all false, and they influenced
the classic issues of historical inquiry: the formation of alliances, the making of revolutions, the
expropriation of labor and resources, and the origins of war.
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From reader reviews:
Elizabeth Brock:

The book Groundless: Rumors, Legends, and Hoaxes on the Early American Frontier (Early America:
History, Context, Culture) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use to make your
capable alot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem
with the subject. If you can make reading through a book Groundless: Rumors, Legends, and Hoaxes on the
Early American Frontier (Early America: History, Context, Culture) for being your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about severa or all subjects. It is possible
to know everything if you like available and read a publication Groundless: Rumors, Legends, and Hoaxes
on the Early American Frontier (Early America: History, Context, Culture). Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So, how do you think about this guide?

Robert Qualls:

The ability that you get from Groundless. Rumors, Legends, and Hoaxes on the Early American Frontier
(Early America: History, Context, Culture) is the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside
words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but
Groundless: Rumors, Legends, and Hoaxes on the Early American Frontier (Early America: History,
Context, Culture) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected
way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this publicationis
well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having that Groundless. Rumors, Legends, and Hoaxes on the Early American Frontier (Early America:
History, Context, Culture) instantly.

Charles Powers:

Isit you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying
down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Groundless: Rumors, Legends, and Hoaxes on
the Early American Frontier (Early America: History, Context, Culture) can be the solution, oh how comes?
It's abook you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new erais
common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Chi Reyes:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to help year. Aswe know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By book
Groundless: Rumors, Legends, and Hoaxes on the Early American Frontier (Early America: History,
Context, Culture) we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person



must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to
change your life with this book Groundless: Rumors, L egends, and Hoaxes on the Early American Frontier
(Early America: History, Context, Culture). Y ou can more inviting than now.
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