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Throughout her life, in her personal relationships as well as in her role as a public intellectual, the English
thinker Mary Astell (1666-1731) supported women, wrote to and for women, and, to the greatest extent
possible, moved from advocacy to action on their behalf. In Some Reflections upon Marriage (London,
1700), Astell focused her attention on the institution of marriage. For Astell, marriage is a divinely ordained
state, a “Christian institution,” the only way to perpetuate humankind. But, she asks, “if marriage be such a
blessed state, how comes it . . . there are so few happy marriages?” When her analysis is complete, there is
not much to recommend the institution, at least from a woman’s perspective. Marriage is necessary since it
represents “the only honorable way of continuing mankind.” But, as Astell observes, the woman who marries
“ought to lay it down for an indisputable maxim that her husband must govern absolutely and entirely and
that she has nothing else to do but to please and obey.” Her radical conclusion? If she cannot accept marriage
“as it truly is,” then a woman might choose not to marry: perhaps, Astell suggests, “it is not good for a
woman to marry.” Despite the importance of Some Reflections upon Marriage, no previous edition has
addressed the complications of Astell’s prose style, and none has added the kind of glossing and notes that
will assist student readers in their engagement with her distinctive voice. This edition, designed for
classroom use, provides an ample introduction, a carefully modernized text, helpful glosses and notes, and a
useful bibliography with references for further reading.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Wilson:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider any
time those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Some Reflections upon Marriage as your daily resource
information.

Dawn Campbell:

This book untitled Some Reflections upon Marriage to be one of several books this best seller in this year,
here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific
book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no
reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Hilda Dolan:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Some Reflections upon Marriage or
perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel
need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other book
likes Some Reflections upon Marriage to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like
this one.

Blanche Jackson:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Some Reflections upon Marriage can make you experience more interested to
read.
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