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From Ishmael Reed and Toni Morrison to Colson Whitehead and Terry McMillan, Darryl Dickson-Carr
offers a definitive guide to contemporary African American literature. This volume-the only reference work
devoted exclusively to African American fiction of the last thirty-five years-presents a wealth of factual and
interpretive information about the major authors, texts, movements, and ideas that have shaped contemporary
African American fiction. In more than 160 concise entries, arranged alphabetically, Dickson-Carr discusses
the careers, works, and critical receptions of Alice Walker, Gloria Naylor, Jamaica Kincaid, Charles
Johnson, John Edgar Wideman, Leon Forrest, as well as other prominent and lesser-known authors. Each
entry presents ways of reading the author's works, identifies key themes and influences, assesses the writer's
overarching significance, and includes sources for further research.

Dickson-Carr addresses the influence of a variety of literary movements, critical theories, and publishers of
African American work. Topics discussed include the Black Arts Movement, African American
postmodernism, feminism, and the influence of hip-hop, the blues, and jazz on African American novelists.
In tracing these developments, Dickson-Carr examines the multitude of ways authors have portrayed the
diverse experiences of African Americans.

The Columbia Guide to Contemporary African American Fiction situates African American fiction in the
social, political, and cultural contexts of post-Civil Rights era America: the drug epidemics of the 1980s and
1990s and the concomitant "war on drugs," the legacy of the Civil Rights Movement, the struggle for gay
rights, feminism, the rise of HIV/AIDS, and racism's continuing effects on African American communities.
Dickson-Carr also discusses the debates and controversies regarding the role of literature in African
American life. The volume concludes with an extensive annotated bibliography of African American fiction
and criticism.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Tandy:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for all of us. The book The Columbia Guide to Contemporary African American
Fiction (The Columbia Guides to Literature Since 1945) seemed to be making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book The
Columbia Guide to Contemporary African American Fiction (The Columbia Guides to Literature Since
1945) is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel
bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book The
Columbia Guide to Contemporary African American Fiction (The Columbia Guides to Literature Since
1945). You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Jerry Gunnell:

The book with title The Columbia Guide to Contemporary African American Fiction (The Columbia Guides
to Literature Since 1945) posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help
after read this book. This book exist new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented
the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world.
This kind of book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart
phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Micheal Goggin:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Columbia Guide to Contemporary African
American Fiction (The Columbia Guides to Literature Since 1945), you could enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout
folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Ann Reiter:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know
that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is The Columbia Guide to Contemporary African
American Fiction (The Columbia Guides to Literature Since 1945).
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