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The refusal to recognize kinship relations among slaves, interracial couples, and same-sex partners is steeped
in historical and cultural taboos. In Kindred Specters, Christopher Peterson explores the ways in which non-
normative relationships bear the stigma of death that American culture vehemently denies.

 

Probing Derrida’s notion of spectrality as well as Orlando Patterson’s concept of “social death,” Peterson
examines how death, mourning, and violence condition all kinship relations. Through Charles Chesnutt’s
The Conjure Woman, Peterson lays bare concepts of self-possession and dispossession, freedom and slavery.
He reads Toni Morrison’s Beloved against theoretical and historical accounts of ethics, kinship, and violence
in order to ask what it means to claim one’s kin as property. Using William Faulkner’s Absalom, Absalom!
he considers the political and ethical implications of comparing bans on miscegenation and gay marriage.

 

Tracing the connections between kinship and mourning in American literature and culture, Peterson
demonstrates how racial, sexual, and gender minorities often resist their social death by adopting patterns of
affinity that are strikingly similar to those that govern normative relationships. He concludes that socially
dead “others” can be reanimated only if we avow the mortality and mourning that lie at the root of all kinship
relations.

 

Christopher Peterson is visiting assistant professor of literature at Claremont McKenna College.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Roberts:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Kindred Specters: Death,
Mourning, and American Affinity is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Dora Dickey:

The e-book untitled Kindred Specters: Death, Mourning, and American Affinity is the book that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
author was did a lot of study when write the book, and so the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Kindred Specters: Death, Mourning, and American
Affinity from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Joseph Cosgrove:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer may be Kindred Specters: Death, Mourning, and American Affinity why because the
excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to
pick up this book.

Magdalena McKinney:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
several books in the top listing in your reading list is usually Kindred Specters: Death, Mourning, and
American Affinity. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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