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Scholars have widely acknowledged the persistent ambivalence with which the Japanese religious traditions
treat women. Much existing scholarship depicts Japan’s religious traditions as mere means of oppression.
But this view raises a question: How have ambivalent and even misogynistic religious discourses on gender
still come to inspire devotion and emulation among women?

In Women in Japanese Religions, Barbara R. Ambros examines the roles that women have played in the
religions of Japan. An important corrective to more common male-centered narratives of Japanese religious
history, this text presents a synthetic long view of Japanese religions from a distinct angle that has typically
been discounted in standard survey accounts of Japanese religions.

Drawing on a diverse collection of writings by and about women, Ambros argues that ambivalent religious
discourses in Japan have not simply subordinated women but also given them religious resources to pursue
their own interests and agendas. Comprising nine chapters organized chronologically, the book begins with
the archeological evidence of fertility cults and the early shamanic ruler Himiko in prehistoric Japan and
ends with an examination of the influence of feminism and demographic changes on religious practices
during the “lost decades” of the post-1990 era. By viewing Japanese religious history through the eyes of
women, Women in Japanese Religions presents a new narrative that offers strikingly different vistas of
Japan’s pluralistic traditions than the received accounts that foreground male religious figures and male-
dominated institutions.
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Mathis:

With other case, little persons like to read book Women in Japanese Religions (Women in Religions). You
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a
book Women in Japanese Religions (Women in Religions). You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From
your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can
know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book.
You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Derek Wire:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Women in
Japanese Religions (Women in Religions) suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned
writer in this era. The book untitled Women in Japanese Religions (Women in Religions)is the one of several
books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world.
When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The
author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this
publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world within this book.

Billy Stinson:

This Women in Japanese Religions (Women in Religions) is great publication for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you
with straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
Women in Japanese Religions (Women in Religions) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in
it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this
reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Richard Dean:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Women in Japanese Religions (Women in
Religions) was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Women in Japanese
Religions (Women in Religions) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book
tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in
your case and try to like reading which.
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