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This previously unpublished diary is the best-surviving firsthand account of life in Civil War-era Atlanta.
Bookseller Samuel Pearce Richards (1824-1910) kept a diary for sixty-seven years. This volume excerpts the
diary from October 1860, just before the presidential election of Abraham Lincoln, through August 1865,
when the Richards family returned to Atlanta after being forced out by Sherman's troops and spending a
period of exile in New York City. The Richardses were among the last Confederate loyalists to leave Atlanta.
Sam's recollections of the Union bombardment, the evacuation of the city, the looting of his store, and the
influx of Yankee forces are riveting.

Sam was a Unionist until 1860, when his sentiments shifted in favor of the Confederacy. However, as he
wrote in early 1862, he had "no ambition to acquire military renown and glory." Likewise, Sam chafed at
financial setbacks caused by the war and at Confederate policies that seemed to limit his freedom. Such
conflicted attitudes come through even as Sam writes about civic celebrations, benefit concerts, and the
chaotic optimism of life in a strategically critical rebel stronghold. He also reflects with soberness on
hospitals filled with wounded soldiers, the threat of epidemics, inflation, and food shortages. A man of deep
faith who liked to attend churches all over town, Sam often commments on Atlanta's religious life and
grounds his defense of slavery and secession in the Bible. Sam owned and rented slaves, and his diary is a
window into race relations at a time when the end of slavery was no longer unthinkable.

Perhaps most important, the diary conveys the tenor of Sam's family life. Both Sam and his wife, Sallie,
came from families divided politically and geographically by war. They feared for their children's health and
mourned for relatives wounded and killed in battle. The figures in Sam Richards's Civil War Diary emerge
as real people; the intimate experience of the Civil War home front is conveyed with great power.
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From reader reviews:

Clyde Harlan:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This Sam Richards's Civil War Diary: A Chronicle of the Atlanta
Home Front book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange
for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer associated with Sam Richards's Civil War Diary: A Chronicle of the Atlanta Home Front content
conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking Sam Richards's Civil War
Diary: A Chronicle of the Atlanta Home Front is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Ramona Wrenn:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to
some others. When you read this Sam Richards's Civil War Diary: A Chronicle of the Atlanta Home Front,
you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others,
make them reading a reserve.

David Manning:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the top
collection in your reading list is actually Sam Richards's Civil War Diary: A Chronicle of the Atlanta Home
Front. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Sheila Dickerson:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Sam Richards's Civil War Diary: A
Chronicle of the Atlanta Home Front was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book Sam Richards's Civil War Diary: A Chronicle of the Atlanta Home Front has many kinds or variety.
Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think
that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you
feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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