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The band blares “Rocky Top” and the crowd roars as the University of Tennessee football team storms out of
the tunnel and onto the field through the giant “T,” their beloved mascot Smokey |eading the way. Theiconic
Bluetick Coonhound has been part of the pageantry and tradition at the University of Tennessee since 1953,
delighting fans both young and old.

For this entertaining and enlightening book, UT sports historian Thomas J. Mattingly has teamed up with
longtime Smokey owner Earl C. Hudson to tell the stories of the nine hounds that have been top dog on
campus for more than half a century. It was the Rev. Bill Brooks, Hudson’ s brother-in-law, whose prize-
winning dog “Brooks' Blue Smokey,” became the first mascot by winning a student body-led contest at a
home football game in 1953. The Coonhound breed was selected because it was native to the state, and
several (no one remembers exactly how many) were brought onto the field at halftime to compete. But
Smokey stole the show when he threw back his head and howled. The crowd cheered, and Smokey howled
again. The raucous applause and barking built to afrenzy. The enthusiastic hound won the hearts of the
Volunteer faithful that day, and he and the dogs that followed have remained among the University of
Tennessee' s most popular symbols ever since.

The authors have interviewed Smokey’ s former handlers, university archivists, sports journalists, and local
historians as well as legions of longtime fans. Their recollections provide not only the background of the
mascot but a history of UT athletics aswell. Vol fanswill enjoy reading about Smokey’ s adventures
throughout the years, from his kidnapping in 1955 by mischievous Kentucky students to his confrontation
with the Baylor Bear at the 1957 Sugar Bow! to the time he suffered heat exhaustion at the 1991 UCLA
game and was listed on the Vols' injury report until his return later in the season.

Filled with photographs and memorabilia, including vintage game programs, football schedules, |etters,
cartoons, and more, this book brings to life the magic of UT football and the endearing canines that have
become such an indispensable part of the experience.

THOMAS J. MATTINGLY isthe author of Tennessee Football: The Peyton Manning Y ears, The University
of Tennessee Football Vault: The Story of the Tennessee Volunteers, 1891-2006, The University of

Tennessee All-Access Football Vault and The University of Tennessee Trivia Book. He writes about Vol
history on his Knoxville News Sentinel blog, “The Vol Historian.”

EARL C. HUDSON' s family have cared for the Smokeys since 1994.
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From reader reviews:
ClaralLee

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question due to
the fact just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, itis
correct. Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need this Smokey: The True Stories behind
the University of Tennessee's Beloved Mascot to read.

Denise Lee

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Smokey: The True Stories behind
the University of Tennessee's Beloved Mascot is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Brittany Schafer:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This publication Smokey: The True Stories behind the University of Tennessee's
Beloved Mascot was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good
thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern eralike now, many ways to get
book that you just wanted.

Daryl Church:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
coming from abook. Book is created or printed or created from each source thisfilled update of news. In this
particular modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. Y ou can

add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the Smokey: The True Stories behind the University of Tennessee's Beloved Mascot when you needed it?
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