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In the 19th-century classic, The Influence of Sea Power Upon History, Alfred Thayer Mahan argued the
paramount importance of naval superiority in peace and war. This work is still considered definitive today,
but as Chester Starr, eminent historian of antiquity, points out in this thought-provoking volume, Mahan's
theories have led to serious distortions in the way historians interpret the role of naval power in antiquity.
Trade by sea was always important in providing raw materials as well as luxuries, but only rarely was it
protected by an established navy. As Starr reveals, two nations that did protect their trade routes--Athens and
Carthage--both fell after long duels with land-based forces, Sparta and Rome. And though Rome went on to
create the most perfected and widely based naval structure in antiquity, when Rome fell it was due to
invasions by land, not by sea.
Starr describes major naval battles in fascinating detail, and he examines technological developments as they
help to illuminate the limitations of galleys in warfare. Ranging from the Bronze Age to the fall of the
Roman Empire, this innovative study provides an important corrective to Mahan's thesis, both as applied to
ancient history and to modern strategic thinking.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Heisler:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book called The Influence
of Sea Power on Ancient History? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you
have additional opinion?

Irma Kellner:

The experience that you get from The Influence of Sea Power on Ancient History may be the more deep you
rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to recognise but The Influence of Sea Power on Ancient History giving you excitement
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through
anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes
your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of The Influence of Sea Power on
Ancient History instantly.

Brenda Robert:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Influence of Sea Power on Ancient History,
you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out
type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading
friends.

Robert Lofton:

The Influence of Sea Power on Ancient History can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge
in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her
effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing The Influence of Sea Power on Ancient History but
doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you
can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial
considering.
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