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Critical Regionalism is a notion which gained popularity in architectural debate as a synthesis of universal,
'modern' elements and individualistic elements derived from local cultures. This book shifts the focus from
Critical Regionalism towards a broader concept of 'Transcultural Architecture' and defines Critical
Regionalism as a subgroup of the latter. One of the benefits that this change of perspective brings about is
that a large part of the political agenda of Critical Regionalism, which consists of resisting attitudes forged
by typically Western experiences, is 'softened' and negotiated according to premises provided by local
circumstances. A further benefit is that several responses dependent on factors that initial definitions of
Critical Regionalism never took into account can now be considered. At the book's centre is an analysis of
Reima and Raili Pietila's Sief Palace Area project in Kuwait. Further cases of modern architecture in China,
Korea, and Saudi Arabia show that the critique, which holds that Critical Regionalism is a typical 'western'
exercise, is not sound in all circumstances. The book argues that there are different Critical Regionalisms and
not all of them impose Western paradigms on non-Western cultures. Non-Western regionalists can also
successfully participate in the Western enlightened discourse, even when they do not directly and
consciously act against Western models. Furthermore, the book proposes that a certain 'architectural
rationality' can be contained in architecture itself - not imposed by outside parameters like aesthetics,
comfort or even tradition, but flowing out of a social game of which architecture is part. The key concept is
that of the 'form of life', as developed by Ludwig Wittgenstein, whose thoughts are here linked to Critical
Regionalism. Kenneth Frampton argues that Critical Regionalism offers something well beyond comfort and
accommodation. What he has in mind are ethical prescripts closely linked to a culture of protest and
resistance. This book shows that this is not a wrong assumption per se, but that Critical Regionalism can also
go 'beyond comfort and accommodation' by investing in the search for the 'right way of living' or in a form
of life.'
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From reader reviews:

Ella Butler:

The e-book untitled Transcultural Architecture: The Limits and Opportunities of Critical Regionalism is the
reserve that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown
to a person. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share to you is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Transcultural Architecture: The Limits and Opportunities
of Critical Regionalism from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Dennis Fleenor:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to be read.
Transcultural Architecture: The Limits and Opportunities of Critical Regionalism can be your answer given
it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Ines Patterson:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. That Transcultural Architecture: The Limits and Opportunities of
Critical Regionalism can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have factor
that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have Transcultural
Architecture: The Limits and Opportunities of Critical Regionalism.

Sandra Jordon:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This publication Transcultural Architecture: The Limits and Opportunities of Critical
Regionalism was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to
get book that you simply wanted.
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